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The Lord Biſhop of Loxpox's Interpretation 


Notwithſtanding the Objections of the late Dr. e 
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| E Paſſage of Scripture, on which the 
following Papers are grounded, has of 
late been the Subject of. ſo much Exa- 

mination, that it would be needleſs to offer any 
long Preface, to explain the Occaſion or Peſign 
of them to the World. The Epiſtles of St. Pe- 
ter are well known to have given Occaſion te Va- 
riety of Interpretations. And of late the tempo- 
ral and ſpiritual Senſe have been a great Matter 

of Difference and Diſpute, Moſt People, one 
may take. for granted, have mote os leſs em- 
ployed their Thoughts upon this Subje& ; and 
in Conſequence thereof, have probably embraced 
one Side of the Queſtion or other. But which 
Way ſoever any Reader ſhall. have determined 
upon the Caſe, he will in the Peruſal of the fol- 
lowing Sheets, find the Author no Enemy to 
his Opinion. For if any one imagines there. is 
Reaſon to think the Fate of Feruſalem foreſigni- 
fied in thefe Prophecies, he will meet with- what 
Arguments the Caſe ſuggeſted to the Author's ” 

Mind in Support of it. 15 on the other Hand, F 
any Reader ſhould think that ſome Characters - + 

which are fo be found therein, muſt probably 
e 5 2 | have 
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have been intended by the Apoſtle, to have a 
View tothe final Judgment, here are no Attempts 
uſed to diſpoſſeſs him of his Perſuaſion. But on 
the contrary, an Expedient is propoſed, and a 
Way opened, whereby theſe different Opinions 
may be reconciled to each other, by the Accom- 
modation of a double Doctrine. For as each Par- 
ty think they have, and ſeem to have, many 
Reaſons on their Side, why may they not 550th 
be right? Whether this Latitude of Conſtruc- 
tion be the. proper Key to the Interpretation of 
theſe Epiſtles, muſt be left to the Judgment of the 
Reader. If it be a Doubr with any, whether it be 
agreeable to the Analogy of the prophetic Writings 
in general, I will refer him to P. 82, 83, 127, 
128 and 129 of the Biſhop of London's Diſcourſes; 
zd Chapter of Biſhop Cbandler's Defence of 
Chriſtianity, and Biſhop Weſton's Sermon on John 
Baptift, 2d Vol. P. 51, 52. Which Authorities 
may, in ſuch Caſe, be of great Ule to conſult, 
previous to the Conſideration of the Debate in 

As to the ſpiritual Doctrine of the nal Judg- 
ment, it has Patrons enough; the Generality of 
Expoſitors concurring in that Inte: pretation. 
But as to this Doctrine, I take for granted, it is fo 
far from being neceſſary to be defended, that I 
imagine it may be thought ſufficient not to deny 
it. And Tam not only very far from offering 
any Thing to invalidate it, but am farther wil- 
hog to admit, if the Compliance may be at all 
acceptable to any Reader, that St. Peter might 
in many Places intend this in a /econdary. and 
remote Senſe. But that the temporal Senſe, re- 
lating to the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem, was in the 
Eres | primary 
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primary and immediate Intention of the Apoſtle, 


ſeems to appear undeniably plain from the Te- 
nor of both Epiſtles, compared with other Paſ- 
fages of Scripture, and particularly the many 
Predictions of our bleſſed Saviour himſelf. But 
as this Senſe is not ſo generally eſpouſed, I have, 
as I went along, endeavoured to ſupport it with 
what Reaſons occurred to me; and have, 


throughout the Paraphraſe, conſtrued my Au- 


thor in the temporal Senſe, where the Text 
would permit: Art the ſame Time, having no 
Objection to the Admiſſion of the ſpir itual Dac- 
trine in Conjunction with it, if. the Expreſſion 
will bear it. But whatever interior Senſe be al- 
lowed, a View to the Deſtruction of Feruſalem 
ſeems to be the foremoſt and general Doctrine 
of the Epiſtles. AF £4; Al „ 7 

The chief Obſtacle, I apprehend, which has 
lain in the Way of this Doctrine, has been a 
Preſumption, that it is incompatible with the 
ſpiritual Senſe. But that ſeems, in fact, ſo far 


from being the Caſe, that the Admiſſion of the 


temporal Senſe, as it has already been ſignally 
verified and accompliſhed, - adds the ſtrongeſt 
Sanction imaginable to the ./piritual Dotrine, 
which relates to an Event ſtill in Futurity. 


One Part, one Senſe of the Prophecy being. 


_” 


already fulfilled, is ſo far from weakening, 
that it muſt mightily ſupport and ſtrengthen 


our Hopes of lecing the whole fulfilled in 
„God's own Time.“ : 


Let the Objections therefore, which may be 
thought to lie in the Way of this Hypotheſis, be 
eſteemed ever ſo great, there is a very conſider- 
able Advanizge, which muſt necc ſſarily be al- 

lowed 
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have been intended by the Apoſtle, to have a 
View tothe final Judgment, here are no Attempts 
uſed to diſpoſſeſs him of his Perſuaſion. But on 
the contrary, an Expedient is propoſed, and a 
Way opened, whereby theſe different Opinions 
may be reconciled to each other, by the Accom- 
modation of a double Dotirine. For as each Par- 
ty think they have, and ſeem to have, many 
Reaſons on their Side, why may they not 5016 
be right? Whether this Latitude of Conſtruc- 
tion de the proper Key to the Interpretation of 
theſe Epiſtles, muſt be left to the Judgment of the 
Reader. If it be a Doubt with any, whether it be 
agreeable to the Analogy of the prophetic Writings 
in general, I will refer him to P. 82, 83, 127, 
128 and 129 of the Bi/bop of London's Diſcourſes; 
zd Chapter of Biſhop Cbandler's Defence of 
Chriſtianity, and Biſhop Weſten's Sermon on Jobn 
Baptift, 2d Vol. P. 51, 52. Which Authorities 
may, in ſuch Caſe, be of great Uſe to conſult, 
3revious to the Conſideration of the Debate in 
ad. A ES > 3 | 422 | ko bY 
As to the ſpiritual Doctrine of the nal Fudg- 
ment,” it has Patrons enough; the Generality of 
= | Expoſitors concurring” in that Inte: pretation. 
= | | But as to this Doctrine, I take for granted, it is ſo 
1 far from being neceſſary to be defended, that I 
is. | imagine it may be thought ſufficient not to deny 
1 it. And I am not only very far from offering 
5 : any Thing to invalidate it, but am farther wil- 
| hag to admit, if the Compliance may be at all 
acceptable to any Reader, that St. Peter might 
in many Places intend this in a ſecondary. ant 
- nemote Senſe. But that the temporal Senſe, re- : 
lating to the Deſtruction of Feruſalem, was in the 
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primary and immediate Intention of the A poſtle, 
ſeems to appear undeniably plain from the Te- 
nor of both Epiſtles, compared with other Paſ- 
fages of Scripture, and particularly the many 
Predictions. of our bleſſed Saviour himſelf; But 
as this Senſe isnot ſo generally eſpouſed, I have, 
as I went along, endeavoured to ſupport it with 
what Reaſons occurred to me; and have, 
throughout the conſtrued my Au- 
thor in the temporal Senſe, where the Text 
would permit: At the ſame Time, having no 
Objection to the Admiſſion of the ſpir itual Doc- 
trine in Conjunction with it, if the Expreſſion 
will bear it. But whatever iuterion Senſe be al- 
lowed, a View to the Deſtruction of Feru ſalem 
of the Epiſtles... ; ode 2 44 noh 92.0 
The chief Obſtacle, I apprehend, which has 
lain in the Way of this Doctrine, has been a 
Preſumption, that it is incompatible with the 
ſpiritual Senſe. But that ſeems, in fact, ſo far 
from being the Caſe, that the Admiſſion of the 
temporal Senſe, as it has already been 'ſignally 
verified and accompliſnhed, adds the ſtrongeſt 
Sanction imaginable to the ſpiritual Doctrine, 
Which relates to an Event ſtill in Futurity. 
One Part, one Senſe of the Prophecy being 
already fulfilled, is ſo far from weakening, 
* that it, muſt mightily ſupport and ſtrengthen 
* our Hopes of ſecing the whole fulfilled in 
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e God's awn Dime 8 
Loet the Objections therefore, which may be 
thought to lie in the Way of this Hypotheſis, be 
eſteemed ever ſo great, there is a very conſider- 
able Advantege, which muſt nec ſſarily be al- 

Ts ' lowed 


F E. 

Jowed it, becauſe it cannot be denied. I mean 
the exact Concurrence of the very Event, ſup- 
poſed by this Interpretation to have been foreſig- 
unified. Which preciſe Correſpondence between 
this ſuppoſed Meaning of the Prediction, and 
the achual Event, which moreover came to paſs 
about the very Time, when the Accom hſh- | 
ment of this Prediction was fo warmly a 


* 


patiently expented to come to paſs, affords opon | 


the whole ſo material and circumſtantial a 

ſumption, that it may be almoſt as eaſily 
doubted, whether our Sæviour himſelf had ever 
any Intention of poo this Period of the 


yours State. 


eee ber welliitendiciied with 


| the general Nature of-the Argument from Pro- 


ſuch an exact Coincidence 
bg 0 ircumſtances, as centre in the 
us, to be merely caſual and ad ven- 
— Here is 2 warm and general Expecta- 
tion of an Event — Event agree- 
able to this ; Within a few Years 
after actually comes to paſs— this impatient Ex- 

is. manifeſtly ceaſed——a Prophecy deli- 
vered almoſt farty Years before the Event, is al- 


— as — urged in Favour of Chri- 
8 conſp 


lowed directly to foretell it and yet another 


Prophecy, delivered only fix or ſeven Years be- 
fare it, purpoſely calculated with a View to the 


Expetdations then entertained by the Church, 
and above all, entirely agreeable to the Zverr, 


is ſuppoſed to have no Manner of Relation to it. 


Whether the temporal or fpiritzal Conſtruction 


be better reconcileable to theſe en is 
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But farther, this temporal Senſe is not only thus 

ſtrongly favoured and ſupported by theſe Conſi- 
derations, but is at the ſame Time intirely natu- 
ral and agreeable to the Letter of the Text ; nay, 
plainly zece ſary to the Conſtruction both of 
Fheſe Epiſtles of St. Peter, as well as many 
Paſſages in ſeveral aber of the apoſtolical Wri- 

tings, referred to in the following Papers. See 


— 


Phil. iv. 3. 1 Tim. vi. 14. Heb, x. 28, 37. 
Fam. v. 7, 8. compared with 1 Pet, iv. 7, 17. 
After a Peruſal of which Texts, I would ap- 
peal to every Reader, whether they do not un- 
queſtionably ſpeak of the Coming of the Lord, 
as a Thing near at Hand? Whether the Church 
at that Time, had not the higheſt Reaſon to enter - 
tain ſuch an Expectation? And whether thoſe 
Paſſages can be with any poſlible Propriety - 
imagined to have been intended of an Event, 
which after the Intervention of almoſt ſeventeen 
hundred Years, is ſtill in Suſpence, and for 
ought any one knows, may be ſo ſeventeen 
hundred Years hence. 1 

But on the other hand, the Conſtruction here 
offered, perfectly reconciles the Doctrine of St. 
Peier with that of St. Paul and St. James, 

eſerves and vindicates the Honour of the 
Apoſtolical Inſpiration, and ſeems to afford 
the only true Anſwer to the dangerous Sug- 
8 of Grotius, who takes Occaſion from 
ome of the Paſſages juſt mentioned, to inſi- 
nuate, that the Apoſtles were miſtaten. How 
this Objection can be removed from the /p5- 
ritual Interpretation of theſe Texts, muſt be 
ro Patrons of that Conſtruction to con- 
1 : 


| - | I have 
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viii 


I have only one Word more to add, which 
is in regard to the deceaſed Gentleman men- 
tioned in the Title-Page, whoſe Work has 
been ſo often taken into Conſideration, that I 
Juppoſe it will not be thought to need any 
Bur as this Author has laid ſome 
Bars in the Way of the Hypotheſis here main- 
er might expect to 


Anſwer now. 


tained, I imagined the Re 
ſee them taken Notice of. 
Tok | r „„ 
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We h "Re al a Prey er Word 1 Prophecy, 
 wphereunto.; he do well bat ye take beed, ag 
unto a Light that ſbineth in à dark Place, 
until the Day dawn,. and the Do. 258 


_—_ in e e 


N Order to come at debe true Senſe of which 
Words, as well as all other difficult Paf- 
ſages of Scripture, the generally approved 

Method of recurring to the Context and conſi- 
dering the Defigh of the Writer, ſeems to carry 


with it the faireſt Proſpect of Succeſs. In which 


"Purſuit there can be no more likely Method 
taken, than what the Right Rev. the Lord Bi- 


ſhop of London has laid down, of conſidering 


what it is that St. Peter intended to prove; 
, for that without knowing this, tis impoſſible 
* to judge of the Compariſon in the Text.“ 
Preparatory to which Conſideration his Lordſhip 


obſeryes, That the ſecond Epiſtle of St. Pe- 


fer was written to ſi 


KK and maintain the 


10 Hopes and Expectations which he had raiſed 


5 & in his firſt; as will be evident upon a Com- 
_ ©* pariſon of the two together. To the firſt E- 


<< piſtle therefore we muſt go to ſee the Founda - 


tion and Riſe of the Matter, to which this 


<< controverted Text in the ſecond relates. 


** 
* 


' *© (Diſcourſe 1. p. 13. 5th HR Thicher 2 
. therefore let us have recourſe. 3 * 


. „ 


« The 


(w) 

© The principal Deſign of this firſt Epiſtle 
* (ſays the learned Dr. Hammond) was to com- 
© fort and confirm thoſe Jewiſh Converts, who 
< were by Perſecution driven trom their Homes, 
** (AF#s viii.) and having taken Shelter in Judea 
« and Samaria, were at length driven farther 
c off by the Malice and Perſecutions of the 
5 obdurate. Jeuus, and ſcattered throughout the 
< ſeveral Places mentioned in the Apoſtle's Sa- 
60 lutation, Chap. i. ver. 1. See bis, er fo 
c the iſt Epiſtle of St. Peter. 

Dr. Mphitby's Opinion is bmewbet different 
from this. He allows that it was written 
* with a Deſign to encourage erſeverance and 
Conſtancy under the manifold. Temptations, 
* "fiery Trials and Perſecutions, to which they 
ic were then expoſed. But that it was written 
© to the Gentile as well as Jewiſh Converts, 
< tho? to the Jews chiefly. EG: s Annota« 
<< 710n on 1 Pet. i. 1. 

The chief Argumentation of his Epiſtle the A- 
poſtle has diſpoſed in the firſt and former Part 
of the 2d Chapter, from whence he deduces a 

t Number of excellent Exhortations to the 
Practice of the ſeveral moral Duties, reſpective- 
ly becoming the ſeveral Capacities and Relations 
of Life; which take up the greateſt Part of the 

remaining Chapters. | 
The Purport therefore of the firſt! hoe, 
and the Beginning of the fecond, will be an In- 
＋ 0 of principal Uſe towards bringing us 0 
the true Import of the Text under — * 
tion: Which ſeems to be to this Effet, 
8 xm an - Apoſtle: of Jeſus Chriſt, to the 
rs ſcattered throughout Pont us, Cala · 
2 —— 3 Aba, and Bithynia, Choſen, 


66 — to inen of God the 
g "os * Father 


am inclined to contra the Paſſage in the Senſe de Brent 


[7 xa} 
Father through the Sanctificarion of the Holy 
Ghoſt; to enjoy the Benefits of the Media- 
«, tion (a) and Shedding of the Blood of Je 
1 brit; Grace and Peace be \multiplied unto 
<<. you. Bleſſed be the God and Father of our 
4 Lord Jeſus Chrift, who according to his great, 
Mercy hath by the Reſurrection of Feſus' 
from the Dead, again raiſed in you thoſe tively 
Hopes, which che Meanneſs of his Death ( 

might s have a little damped in yo An 

<« hath thereby re · eſtabliſhed you in the PxpeRa- 

+5; tion-of that inrorruptible, undefiled and never- 
a fading RE BELLA is reſerved 1 in Heaven 


> $7 8 Ws ed 259 at * 
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(a) Teranon ſeettſs berg to mean tet Reidinets, elicteby 
our Sꝛviour ſubmitted to become a Ranſom for Mankind, or, 
in the Language of the Author to the Philippians,. became 
Beulen uns Death, even the Deacki of the Crofh, ii. 8. The 
Afﬀinity of Phraſe is very obſervable, vues TIHBXOOS 


_ ip Brave, Ofc. 


1 take raten x 883 to be an Hehdyalth: And 


becauſe the Apoſtle ſeems therein to Allude to veral 
Parts, which each Perſon in the Holy Trinity aively 
bore, in the Redemption of Mankind. 

But if any one ſhould rather think, that inſtead of the Obe · 
dience of Chrifl, it appears : 1 more E Conſtruct ion 0 


underſtand the d 2237s for Obedience t Chrif las it is 
uſed 2. Cor. x. 5.) the Senſe will be very convenient, as 'the = 


Apoſtie will * that Light ſeem to have an Eye to the two 
cardinal Branches of Chriſtian Doctrine, Faith and Prafic. . 
(5) Thar the Turn here given to the Argument is agreea- 


bie to the Drift and Meaning of "the Apoffle, and that the 


Diftdence which the Death of Chriſt had occaſioned i in their 
Minds, was what he aimed at the Removal of, aÞRears lain; 
37 from the latter Part of the 41th ver. This Jewiſh reju-" 
dice concerning the Grandeur of the Meſfabs Appearance 
was one of the gre:tz{t Obſtructions to the Reception of 


Chriitianity” amongſt them; and what che Preachers of the | 


Goſpel are in mott of their Addreſſes to them endeavouring_. 
to remove, and to reconcile them to Corip erucifted. Ses 
4⁴¹ — 18. Xvi. 22, 23. 5 e Ng 
25 B 2 . the 


. 


„„  . 
© for thoſe of us, (a) Who ſhall perſevere unto 
the End; and be by the Power and Grace of 
** God kept ſtedfaſt in the Faith, to partake of 
* that Deliverance, which is now ready: to be re- 

_ ** vealed in this laſt Time; The Conſumma- 
©< tion of the Jewiſb Polity (here called the laſt 
4 Time, (b) and in the yth ver. of the 4th chap. 
© tbe End of all Things (c) which was foretold 

*© by the Prophets, being now at Hand. In 
* which approaching Period of Time rejoice (d); 

_ * having but a little while longer to lie under 
** the various Temptations and Afflictions, to 


() The Apoſtle ſays ei nya; , to us under the Goſpel- 
Diſpenſation. See ver. 12. compared with ver. 10. From 
which Paſſage it appears, that the /piritua! Kingdom of Chri/# 
Eannot be there ſpoken of; for in ſuch Caſe the « tion 
&x saure, war N is not true. Becauſe the old Prophets 
have without doubt an Intereſt in hat Kingdom, as well as 
thoſe that Ave under the Goſpel. Whatever the gwrucia 
: L suxs in the 75 and 10th verſe means, tis undeniably plain 
? from this 12th ver. that the ol Prophres were excluded from 
it. The dm arne, being evideatly the ſame with the 
owrngic huxar. But that it ſhould be the ſpiritual Salvation 
af their Souls," God forbid! ___ AG. 

' (6) See ver. 20, As ii. 17. 1 Fobn it 18. 2 Pet. ili. 3. 
The Jets according to the Tradition of E/ias, divide the 
| Duration of the World into three Ages: The Age before the 
, Law, the Age of the Law, and the Age after the Lord, or 
I ttzat of the Mefpab. Dr. Whithy on 1 Cor. x. 11. 4 
| (e) See Matt. xxiv. 14. Heb. ix. 26. £ 
i I here prefer the Interpretation of St. Aufin, whe 
thinks the Verb &yaXuacts ought to be conſtrued in an In · 
8 Senle and not [ndicatively ; as it is uſed Matt. v. 12. 
ut if the Reader ſhould preſer the Indicative Senſe, the Ovſer- 
vation of Oecumenius, quoted by Eftins, Crellius, and Slich- 
tingius, may ſome what contribute to the better Underſtand- 
ing of the Paſſage, viz. that the preſent Tenſe is here put for 
the future. According to this Interpretation, I conceive the 
Meaning would run thus: Which Deliverance you may de- 
| 7 upon it / bring with it great Matter of Joy and Com · 
to you, altho', &c. VVV 
Ss Tg np | e . which 


KR 


** 1 p — 


. ĩͤ on. 
©. which however, (if Providence ſees it neceſ. 
« ſary). ye may till then be expoſed (a); To 
<« the End that the Trial of your Faith in the 
<« Furnace of Affliction, (which will improve it 
much more than Gold is improved by the 
“Trial of Fire, Which, tho* proved ever ſo 
46 pure, will after all wear out arid- periſh ;) that 
„this Trial, I fay, of your Faith, may redound 
« to your Praiſe, Honour and Glory at the ap- 
* proaching Appearance of Jeſus Chrift : Whom 
though ye have not ſeen, yet ye love; as 
therefore ye believe in Him whom ye have 
* never ſeen, ſo alſo by Parity of Reaſon re- 
< joice, in. Confidence of his Exaltation to that 
* unſpeakable Joy (5) which was ſet before. him, 
« whereby he is actually inſtated in his Glory, 
< The Conſequence and Reward (or perhaps 742g 
* may here ſignify the Confirmation and Perfect. 
* ing, See Bud, Ta, and Conf. as the Verb is uſed 
e James ii. 22.) of which; Faith and Perſuaſion 
ye will ſoon receive by the Preſervation of 
* your Lives (e) from that Deſtruction, which 
% many, endeavouring to avoid by renouncing 
e Plainly alluding to the Conſolation, given them by, 
cbrig. Luke xx, 852. . 
) See Hab. xii. 2. to which Paſſage this ſeems plainly to 
bave a Reference; where the ſame Word gd is uſed in the 
fame Senſe, It js likewiſe applied in the dame Senſe, Aan. 
XXV. 21, 23. yo ns ag et 82 23 ä * 
1 3 to our Saviour's Prediction, Mart. xvi. 25. 
Mark viii. 3 5. Luke ix. 24. and x viii. 33: In all- which Places 
*tis worth ovjerving that the fame, Words vx and Sd, are 
made Uſe of in the Original, and yy comtantly rendered 
ife and not Sou in our Tranſlation. When one conliders 
further, that the very ſame Phraſe Forngia Yuxps is here uſed 
by the Apoſtle, and more eſpecially when/ one conſiders the 
Ezent, there ſeems no Room to doubt, but that St.-Peter in- 
tended an Allufion to the above · cited Prediction. See alſo 
Mar. iii, 4. See Note (4) on p. 12. and Note on p. 51. 
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1 


* 


* 


5 


«the World are come 1 Cor. x. 11. were the 

Things propheficd of to be exhibited ;.(al/bo' of 

t h bery Day and Hour knowetb no Man, na, 

«not the Argets of Heaven, Sec Marr. xxiv 36, 

«Ge. Mark xiff. 32) Which, realy to 

«© thely, PreciQion, er de again (Þ) declared 

«© urito you, and reinf eg 0: e Preachers of 
1 i the Gofpei, who" act by the Commiſſion. of 
| ( ſhe lame Spirit, thar' inſpired. the Prophets, 
2e firſt delivered the Predittfont;” Since 
[ . therefore the Spirit of God, thus owns itſelf 
ce the Author of -theſe Prophecies, let not the 
« Sufferings of Chriſt weaken your .Truſt in his 
* Power and the Promiſe of his Coming, for 
< in. geality. they are the ſtrongeſt Reaſon for 
<< confirming. your Faith in that Reſpect; be- 

<«/earſe the very Prophecies which teſtified be- 
— fore: hand of his Suffering „ Which ye have 

eh ſeen already. fulfilled, teſtified alſo of the Glory | 
that ſhould follow them; which therefore ye 
have no Reaſon” to deſpair of Teeing accom- 
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„„ 
* giiſpod ſa). Wherefore keeping the Loins of 
«« your Mind always braced, and guarding a- 
& gainſt Remiſſneſs, watch and perſęvere unto 


- 


4 the End (); and let not your Hopes droop, 
till ye ſee the Grace 8 2 which 
will ' ſhortly be brought you at the ar- 
, ance of Jeſu Chriſt... Behaving in he Hear 
time like obedient Sons, not renouncing your 
Faith and relapſing into thoſe Luſts which 
* ye formerly lived in, before ye were enlight- 
t ened by the Goſpel; but as he WhO hath 
called you to this Light of the Goſpel,” is 
„ holy, io be ye holy in all manner of Conver- 
* ſation, becauſe it is written, de ye budy, fon T 
* am holy, And ſince (c) ye profeſs to call Him 


- (a ix is worth obſerving how ſimilar the Reaſqning/imthis 
Place is 40 hat the ſame Apoſtle made uſe of on apather, Oc 
caliag, Adr iii. 1226. In which, Paſlzge Sr. Pater uſes the 
yeiy ſame Argument, and urges it In the ſame Manver. 5 
may not be improper” to premiſe, that initead of Reſfilutiun 5f 
4 Wings, (Ver. 2 1.0% the original Word Ad , ü Du 
be: rendered Conſi mmatiom fall Things, (viz. of the Fete iſb 
Oeconomy, compare 1 Pet. iv, 7., Mark xii. 4 Luke, xxi 35 

4, is. 260 in which Senſe Dr. Whitby obſeryes'uhe Phicaſe 
is rendered by the Syriac and Arabic, as well as by Tertullian 

nd Orcimenius, And tor the Confirmation af this Import of 
the Word the Dr.. mentions, the Safffage of , He/ychins| and 
Phaporinges, chat enorarageny is rh. To, which Iwill 
only add the "Tettimony of Budeis, Tuſonis and Copflantinus, 
in whoſe Lex. the Word, among other Meanings, is ren- 
dered ft ſerulorum; and it immediately fallbws; Air appel. 
lalur, capite: tertio aftuprs; apoftolicorum.. In this Paſſage: I 
think the Deſtrudtion of Zeru/a m moſt be allowed 12 as 
plainly ſigni fed. as is conſiſtent with the Nature of the pro- 

phetick Writings. | 5 

| (5) Seeming to allude ta Mart: x. 22, xxiv. 13. and Mark 

XIII. 13. : oy tte kts 
() Paret, , 51: nog dubitantis et, ſed ſupponentis' rem 
not am. Ellius iz locum. S6e- alſo Paſor upon the Particle EI, 
Alſo As iv. 9. 5 h 2 Lov : « „ = a 


636) 
* of. Perſons, judgeth all Men according to 
* their Actions, live agreeably to this Profeſ- 
* ſion; and paſs the Time of your ſojourning 
© in conſtant Fear of incurring his Diſplea- 
ſure. (a Always remembering, that your 
©. Redemption from the vain Converſation in 
*- which ye uſed to walk, and which ye re- 
+ ceived by Tradition from your Fathers, was 
<. not ſo ſmall and unimportant a Concern, as 
* to be purchaſed by corruptible and periſhable 
<<. Things, ſuch as Silver and Gold; But a Re- 
% demprion purchaſed by the precious Blood of 
<* the immaculate Jeſus, Who was from all Eter- 
* nity fore-ordained by the everlaſting Purpoſe 
e .of God, to expiate the Sins of Mankind, but 
* was made manifeſt in theſe laſt Times (b) for 
* the Sake of thoſe of you, Who upon his Ac- 
count c) do place your Faith and Expecta- 
* tions in God, that raiſed him from the dead, 
* to a State of Glory; and from the Example 
te of 47s. Reſurrection, who is the Firſt-fruits and 
5 Firſt-begotten of the dead, do repoſe ſuch a 
firm Truſt and Reliance on God, as to be- 
& lie ve it a Pledge and Eatneſt of the Certainty 
* and Security of your own.) And ſeeing that 
_ £6-your Souls are by God's holy Spirit purified 
* from your former Corruptions, by having o- 
& beyed. the Truth and embraced the Gofpel, 
and from thenee learnt an undiſſembled Love 
towards the Brethren, continue to love one ano- 
&* ther with a pure Heart: Becauſe ye are now re- 
be generated, not of corruptible Seed according 
(.) The four following Verſes, according to E/tias ſee to 
be a Porentheſi⸗. We Zn, & 
(6 See Ver. 5. II ii. a. Bel. i. 2. ix. 26. And, ii. 17. 
e Upon his Account, either conſidered as the Expiator of 
your Sins, or the faithful Mine i of the Rejurreftian. Rep. i. 5. 
25 ＋ + to 
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( 17.) 
Le 1 old Man, but of de Won accord: 
&. ing to the new Man, by th 

4 which liveth and abideth TA ever. For a0 Le 
e is as Graſs, and, 2 — e Glory .of Man, as the 


FF” LES. 


« © and the 5 ower e falleth- away: But the” 


& Word. of the. Lord endureth for ever. And 


6 upon this eternal infallible Word depends the. 
1 „ Authority | of e is now preached unto 
ou. 

Ne Chapter i is the chief Part, in the whole 
Epiſtle, that bears any great Relation to the pre- 
ſent Purpoſe... A. Ks of the firſt Verſes of the 
ſecond Chapter are to the ſame Effect: And as 
the Argument of them may drawn out in a 


little Room, I am willing to take up as little of 


the Reader's, Time as poſfible, and ſhall there- 


fore nat trouble him with. # Paraphraſe, but will 
comprize it in a few 


7 * x * - 


Ia the Beginning of the Chapter he Apoſtle : 
e dehorts them from the ;Breach of Charity, 


& ſeeming to ir imply that therehad by en ſomeDiv;- 
* ſions amqng them; as may alſp be conjectured 
i fromhisExhortation in the 1 hg. the 22d 
6 Verſe of the former Chapter: Which if there 
<< were, it ſeems eaſy ta gueſs. what Nature they. 
<< were of, from the more particular: Concern he 
cc Aileen te preſerve ; m ſtedfaſt in the 
66 Faith, and keep them from Apoſtacy; aſſu- 
14 ring them that if they perſevered to believe in 
«© Chrift, the chief and' ee Stone of the 
“ Goſpel, that they ſhould not be diſappointed 
* of their Expectations ; but if their repoſlel- 


e fions' againft the Meanneſs of his Death, and 


<< their Preſumptions on his Want of Power, 
* ſhould induce them to _ Offence at and 
8 renounce the Goſpel, 7 would en 


AKK. 18. verifled and accompliſhed u 


VE apienies "oi fem dięerum ee dies 


1 18 } 
en ght the Prediction of Ifaiaſ mentioned Lake 


n them. 


s' refuſed 


For that the” Stone" which fbr Buih 


_ evattld berome 25 © Lead of the Corner: hid 4 Store 


of Pluntling, and a bk enter 90 them which 
ple at the” Nord. Ta) vs f 
The only Places which e to yehre 
to the Poiart under onfideration; iirthe remaining 
Patt of this Epiſtl, are Chap. iv. y. and Ver. 17. 
In the former of hich Paſſages the Apoſtle 5 
moniſhes them, That the End'(b) of 92 Things 

i5 4% Hand. And * 5 55 hirnſelf allows that 
KK. Peter is bre fpe King, not of the End of the 


World, but on 3 End of the TFewrfo Church 


and State. A ompare” Mat. xxiv. 3, 14. Mark 
xii. 4.) And indeed che Apoſtle's Exhortation 
untnediately füllowihg, Be 25 therefote ſober, and 
watch unto Prayer; is To fimilarto'our Saviour's 


AN upon that Orcafion, I itt. XXIV. 42, 44. 


"that it leaves it paſt all Doubt. 
Te ee F 17. eb ee f ic come 
at 7 8 e begin at. be Houſe of God. 


3415 1 f 14. ien 


ba al ding to tothe Deſtruction of the Temple. 


2G "TY is fo plain an Allufion to the 0 


of Iſiah and Daniel 'comierting the Kingdom of the Stone, 


See Dau. ii. 34s; 357. A viii. 14, 153 and. Xxviii. 16. 17. 
(which, was co rltc among the Jeu for he 
Kin dom of their 22 and which our Saviour has put paſt 


alf Fhgbinty of Dowbr; "Marr! xi, 42, and Lale xx. 17. 18) 


thar-Þ thiok it cannot he ſoppaſed the pe could pen it 


without having a; View 10. 72 Dehraing. of Ferns em, un- 


it be at the ſed tha tS 3 ver 
Wa of our Siviou Nt Parte of tho Viaeyu, nor over 


: ſeen $), Matt herb 


(u See New e 18. Mitt, xkiv. 3, 14.  Menaſh dt 
Refuge f 3. 5+ di jam diximus, R. Maſes 2 4 ati 
it, 
San Aben. Ezra ua.” Linti on Hojea i il. 

Note 7% P. ah 'of Bilhop Chur. * 2 
; | Whether 


* 


Apoſtle Will be perceived to expreſs humic 


1; 1}, ES 


” Whether this ON of St. Peter's Argument 
K the true que or not, muſt be left to the Judg- 
ment of the Reader, All I will fay for it is, 


that there is no Part of it, but what either di- 
rectly reſults from ary Words of che Text, or is 


at leaſt ee the cohcurring. Opinion of 
Commentaters: of. the, moſt allowed Authority. 
And moreover if the Lord op of London's 


very judicious as well as ſagacious Obſeryvation 


be allowed, * That whoever reads the two. Epi- 
tles, and compares them carefully, $011]. ſee. a ma- 
nifeſt Concern im the ſecond 10. ſupport the 28 
ments of tbe ff, (Dile>p; 24.) as plainly: 


to Be the real Caſe ;. þ 7 3 5 


at ſuch Compariſon will, be found very. conſi- 
derably to confirm the Expoſition above given. 
For if we look into the ſecond Rag 


the following, Effeck: le N 2 ee n 56 


Simon Peter, a Servant and A oftle of Yejus 
i Chriſt, i them that have: embraced” the like: 


recious Faith that we-Profeſs in the Jul 


oy . Adi nrg us by, the. 5 of our 
“ God and Saviour Jeſus Chrift: 
a 


60 abundant Grabę and Peace tn in Fong 


*Jedgimens ag eee of this 2 5 9 


Le of | 


aud of Jeſus our Lord(a)- - 


< that. nat ouly. the abovementioned — — 


*© cations (ﬆ Grace and Bk bur all ottier * 


F 1815 
nl 


Ol a © 19 E/ins, Lihink $1; Porer has hare Beide 


Period, agreeable. to. the Form of , Salutation in bis fit 


Fei, ; 1729, that the two, follqwing: Verſes: ſhould pot con- 


elude the next, Period, for the "ae © lame there to be fiilt des 
pending s 5 the 5th, 6th and 72th. eres plainly canhicutimg'the _ 


emainder of the Sentence, and being maniteltly. neceſſary iu 


ſupply the I Fd PRE: WHEY; pid 0 ar plz with-. i 
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| Has been charged with 


— * 
8 8 ö T 


_ +. #3 all 4 14 „ 44>. „4% 0 
1 Cor. ix; 17. Cel, i. 9. in all w 


uied in an aire Signification. _ 


( 20) 5 ; 


* 7 4 


t vine Influences (for all Things pertaining 


Life and Holineſs are derived from his divine 
< Power (a) are conferred upon us on account 


of our Profeſſion and Acknowledgment of 


5 him that called us and reconciled us by Virtue 


of the Dignity of his Character, the Glory (4) 
d which he had with the Father before the 


* World was, and his eminent Favour (c) with 


£ 
- 14 33+ #* 3 - 
* 


5 (a There is i in the New Teſtament, that 

Imputatian of more Perplexity than 
this. And accordingly Dr. Mill ſays, that its Oblcvurity has 
been the Occaſion of ſuch à Number of various Readings; 


But putting a Comma aiter yp, and ſuppoſin the Verb ire 
to be underſtood (which is a very common .Ellipſis) S 


win then be put abſolute with Menue, and the Paſſage, 


think, by the Help of the foregoing Obſervation, of Eius, 


thereby free of all Nifficulty;:: Lihould tranſſate it thus: Sicut 
omnja nobis ſunt (divind, illius girtute que ad nitam & pieta- 


n pebtinent ſuppeditante, in the Greek bavig given) per g. 
nitionem illius qui vocuvit nos ob gloriam & gratiam, gue a 


patrem habuit, r. Ad hoc ipſum animos impens? intendentes, 


 Feſiqrein fide neftra virtutem, &c. As.to-the aFive Signifi- 


cation here given to the pafive Participle $dwgnpir;, and mak- 
737 govern an ee . the Liberty is not only 
warranted by our Elis Tranflators, as well as moſt o- 
thers, but is an Atticiſm of very familiar Uſe amongſt the 
Writers af the Ne Teſtament, See Paſor de Gracis 
novi Tefamenti diale2is... See allo, Ads xviv. 25. xxic 3. 

Col, i. 9. in all which places paſſive Verbs go- 
vern' Accſative- Caſes. dee aft 2 Tir. iv. 7, which 1 is 


 exattly- parallel to the Caſe in Hand? for the paſſive. Verh 


inet, not only governs the Arcaſative/ a, but is alſo 


% 


his Expoſition ſhould not prove fati-faftory, 1 ſhall, 


© however, preſume to hope for the Pardon of the Learned, 


who are acquainted'with the Difficulties which Commentators 
are under, to make tolerable Senſe of this Place. There is 
this to be ſaid for it, it preſerves and vindicates the common 
Reading, and, cateris pariber, ſome Degree 91 Regard is u- 
tually" thought due to ſuch” Interpretations, in Preference to 


* thoſe which reject it. 


0%) Seeming to have à View to Jobn xvii: * . 


een muſt be owned that the uſual Signification of the 


Word 


WS * 


0 21 
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God: (Whereby are given to us exceeding 


precious Promiſes, inſomuch that by them ye 
may become Partakers of the diyine Natpre, 
provided ye Keep yourſelves free from the 
« Corruption which is in the” World thro Luſt:) 
«© Applying yourſelves therefore with all Dili- 
«© gence to this very thing(@), add to your Faith 
« Virtue, arid to Virtue Knowledge, And o 
% Knowledge Temperance; and to Temperance 
'«< Patience, arid to Patience Godlineſs, And to 
-« Godlinefs brotherly Kindneſs, and to brother- 
<< ly Kindneſs Charity. For theſe Things, if 
| «© they be in you, eſpecially* if they abound in 
„you, will Keep you from being either floth- 
4 ful or unfruitful in the Profeſſion of our Lord 
< Jeſus Chtiſt. But he that lacketh theſe 
Things, is blind, not able to look into Fu- 
* turity, nor to ſee any Thing but what is im- 
* mediately before his Eyes, forgetting that he 
has been cleanſed from thoſe Sins which he 
< uſed to live in before his Converſion to Chriſt. 


Word Aęirz in the New Teſtament is mo#a/ Virtue. But the 
Acceptation above given certainly reflets a much ſtronger 
Light upon this Paſſage ; and the following Confideratiohs 
will, I hope, evince, that it is a yery juſtifiable Conſtructiea. 
According to Scapula, dicitur *Agers (inter alia Etyma) waged 
N gien, 5 waow acioxers, dem ſonat apud Badæi, 72 
ſani & Conſt antini Lex. And when one compares this Paſ- 
. age with Mat. xii. 18. I wa ps &% .HPETIZAs the 
Alliance and Affinity between the Noun and the Verb, ſeem 
not only to afford a pretty ſtrong preſumptive Argument, 
that this was the Apoltle's Meaning, but likewiſe ſupport a 
great Probability that he intended an Alluſion to this very 
Paſſage of the Evangeliſt. The King's Manuſctipt ſtronglv 
- favours this Interprecation » for inſtead of dia Eng * ders, 
according to the common Lection, the A/exandrian reits 
digs zien x) agery. 55 | 2 
(a) The Lection of Oecumenius, tis abr 7270, makes the 
Senſe plainer than the common Reading ꝶ au re. 0 


Where 


0 22 ) - 


& Wherefore, Brethren, take ſo much the more 


& Care to preſerve your Calling and Election 


«+ fare; for as long as ye live. in the Practice of 
the above-mentioned Virtues, ye will never 


«ſtagger in your, Faith: For by theſe Means an 


Entrance into the eternalKingdom of our Lord 
und Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt will be abundantly 
*« ſecured to you. Wherefore I ſhall never neg- 
s ect to put you in mind of theſe Things, tho 

ye have known (3) them, and have been eſta- 

* bliſhed in the Truth I am ſpeaking of. But 
* notwithſtanding that, I hall always think. it 
-<< right to ſtir up your Memories, as long as 1 
, continue amongſt you in this carthly Taber- 
_ ,* nacle; Knowing that the Time is but ſhort 

* before I ſhall put it off, according as our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt has revealed unto me. I 
* will therefore take care, that after my Diſſo- 
* Jution, ye may at any Time have the Op- 


* portunity of conſulting what I have ſaid ; not 


e at all unwilling, that ye ſhould keep in Mind 
the Things I have told you, or in the leaſt 
<< fearful of their Accompliſhment. and Event. 
For we did not follow ſophiſtical or deluſive 
„ Fables, when we aſſured you of the Power 
and Coming (5) of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
: 2 ; 5 Sol _ | 2 0 88. 0 4 - — x © but 
 \(#):Eidines, the.reterſett Tenſe, rendered tight, Fade g. 
2 62 If it be doubted whether the Coming here NEE; 
be meant of his ſecond Coming to the Deſtruction of Fern - 
ſalem, ot his fina/ Coming to judge the World, I fee no 
Inconvenience in anſwering, that St. Peter might. poſſibly 
have an Eye to. hrb. But that it. was the former, which was 
then expected to happen in a hrt Time, I ſhould imagine 
would evidently appear, from a due Conſideration of Matt. 
. | . r +3 _- axiv 


* 
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(23) 
<<.þut we ourſelves were Eye-witneſſes of his 
& Majeſty and Power; For he received from 
God the Father Honour and Glory, by 
cc A Voice which came from the bright and mag- 
<« nificent Glory that ſurrounded him, ſaying, 
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am. well 
te pleaſed. And this Voice we ourſelves heard 
* as it came from Heaven, being at the fame 


xxiv. 3. Lalę ix. 25, together with the Context of each, and 
James v. 7, 8. which Paſſages T appre bend will go a great 
Way with an impartial, Inguirer towards ſettling the Point- 
But to omit many Reaſons, which cannot but occur. to everg; 
1 one upon a Peruſal of theſe 2 Epiſtles,- compared with many 
E Paſſages in the evangelical Wrinnge, which are undeniably 
1 relative to the Deſtrudtion of Fera/a/em, I Will troüble the 
Reader with one of another Nature. Iris this: The „ 5 
5 42 


ral Expectation of a Mai ab about the Time When 72/u; i 
appeared, and no other Perſon appearing capable of ſupports 
ing any Pretenſions to that Character, is generally urged as 
an Argument in Favour of the Maſſ ab- ſhip of our Saviour 3 
and a very good Argument it certainly is. So in the preſent 
Caſe: The warm and impatient ExpeQations, that were en- 
tertained by the Chriſtians about this Time, concerning the 
ſpeedy Coming of Chriſt, render it very probable that there 
was ſome Foundation for ſuch a Preſumprtian: For if there 
were no Aſſurances given them to aol Purpoſe, whenes 
- 1 came ſuch an Expectation? If this Expedctation regarded his 
= final Coming at the Day of Judgment, how happens it that 
33 Ae, who are e nearer to this Period, ſhould 
yet entertain no ſuch ſanguine Perſuafions of that approach- _ 
ing Time? The nearer. People approach to-any, expected 
Time, the Warmer do their Expectations generally grow. 
Soppoſing om the other Hand, chat. it was the /econd Coming 
of Chriſt to the Deſtruction of Jeruſgm. which was lo in 
\Patiently-looked for in St. Peter's. Time, the Accompliſh- + 
ment of that Event ina very few ;years after, not only ren- 
dets ſuch their Expectation very natural, but alſo Accounts 
for the Remiſſfon ot that Expectstion in the ſucceeding Ages 
of the Chuscu.. Which Remiſſion certainly muft induce one 
to think, that thoſe. Expectations had been anlwered by the 
Event expected. L * 5 OY Es Fen 5 8 2 ; 
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.. » - ( 24 ) 3 . 3 
. Time with him on the holy Mount. We 
* have alſo a more ſure (4) Word of Prophe- 


(a) A lite ingenious Writer has ſet this Paſfape in quite a 
4 new Light, repreſenting the Comparative SiGzidrege 2s 
bearing no Relation to any Antecedent expreſed 3. but that the 

\ poltſe calls the Word of Prophecy concerning the future 

ingdom of Chriſt mo? ſure than ever it was, becauſe it was 
better explained fince the Coming of Chrj/#, and conſequent- 
| ty better underſtood. Mr, Afton has explained himſelf in 
e following Paraphraſe of the Apoſtle's Words. 

- «© Your Argument from Prophecy is by this Means, 
« (viz. by having been explained by the Holy Ghoſt) fronger* 
« than ever it was: Your Propbecies are now become a ſrrer 
Guide to you, becauſe you anderſtand them better: You were 
© labile tomany Miſtakes and Diſappointments, when you were 
leſt to your ows ConjeFures about the Intent of them: You 
* can now be liable to none; finceGod himſelf has been pleaſed 
« to explain to you their Intent.” Mr. 4's Diflertation, 
„ Eee | B | 5 

ut whatever Reaſons may ſeem to countenance this Con · 

KaQion, St. Peter himſelf, 1 apprehend, will ſcarce agree to 
this Taterpretation of his Meaning, as the Context ſeems 
rongly to remanſtrate againn it. We have also, ſays the A- 
poltle, 2 more ſure Word of Prophecy, whereunto ye do well, 
that ye take heed, as ants a Light that fſhineth in a dark 
Place, wntil the Day down, and the Nay: Star ariſe in your 
Hearts. Now had he intended that the more fure Word of 
Prophecy ſhould have been underſtood in the Senſe contended 
for by this Author, it ſeems not very likely that he would 
Have explained himſelf, as he does in the following Part of 
the Verſe. For can it be thought that the Apoſtle would 
have denied the Word of Prophecy, the Advantage of ſo flen- 
der 4 "Metaphor as that of Twiligbt, if his Argument had 
been intended to turn upon any. extraordinary [laftration, 
Which Prophecy had lately received from the Explanations 
_ and Ditucitations of the E oly Ghoſt ? On the other Hand, 
as far as appears, ic was in full as involved a State as ever it 
Was ; not having yet received the dim Eclairciſſement of 
even a crepuſcular Dawn. For he exhorts them to at- 
tend to it, as anto a Light ſhining in a dark Place vntii 
the Day dawn, and the Day Star ſhould ariſe in their 
- Hearts. And fo Mr. A. bimſelf is forced to explain it, when 
he comes to prepare his Argument and ſhape his Interpte- 

| tation, 


CCF 

® cy (2); whereunto ye do well that at- 
* tend, as unto a Light ſhining in a dark 
Place (2), until the Day dawn, and 8 5 


tion in Order to make it eonſiſtent with the latter Part of 
the Verſe. His Words are; You ſee theſe Things now 
« only as it were thro" a Gaſs darkly, and at a Diſtance : 
Enough to diſcover the Reality of their Exiſſence, too 
« jndiſtinctly to form any preciſe Notion of the Manner of 
it; you ſee they are; you ſee not what they are. p. 157. 
But to what Purpoſe then were thoſe Things better ex- 
plained? or in what Senſe could they be better znderfiood 
than they were before? or how was the Nature of that 
Kingdom made known to them, as this Author ſuppoſes 
( . f That this Word of Prophecy was a Gel Ewidence, 
if not exclu/rvely, yet at leaſt in CompuntZion with the Predic- 
tions of the Old Te//ament : Or, in other Words, that St. 
Peter here alludes to the Declarations of Chr7#f himſelf or 
his Apoſtles, if not /a/e/y, yet at leaſt in great Meaſure, is 
pretty plain from the Language of the Objectors, here is 
the Promiſe of his Coming? A Way of Speaking, which 
they would ſcarce have made uſe of, had they ow had in 
View ſome bare Prediction of the old Frophets. On the o- 
ther hand, the Expreſſion ſeems to convey the Idea of 
ſomething per/ona/ly expected from the Author of the Pro. 
phecy himſelf : Or at leaſt looks like a Cavil objected a- 
ainit ſome People, ' then lioing, that had given Occaſion 
Be ſuch an Expectation. See Note (4) on lt. 
To ( 5) As Man has not the Faculty of Prefcience, : Futurity - 
is in Regard to us very properly here expreſſed by the me- 
taphorical Phraſe of a dart Place. And when God vouch- 
ſates to give us any Notices of what is to come, the Meta- 
phor is well carried on, by repreſenting ſuch a Revelation, 
as a Light ſhining in that dark Place. When ſuch Prophe- 
cies begin to open, to draw near to their Completion, and 
to be er underſtood, then the Night is ſaid to be far 
at, and the Day to be at Hand, according to St. Paul, 
1. x1. 12. Or in the Language of our Apoſtle, the Day 
begins to datum, and the Day Star to ariſe. When the Event 
is come to paſs, and the PrediQtion verified by its Accom- 
LA C D 


(26] 
% Day-Star ariſe in your Hearts (a). Remem- 
<« bering this material Conſideration, that no 


% Prophecy of the Scripture (5) is the Diclate of 


nd þ 


Day. Thus all the Prophecies of the Old Teſtament. cen: 
tring in our Saviour, he is called the Sun of Righteouſneſs, 
a burning and a ſhining Ligbt. For the ſame Reaſon, the 
Goſpel is called the Day-/pring and a marvellous Ligbt. 
This ſhews ſufficient Reaſon, why the accompliſhed Pre- 


dictions concerning the Goſpel, are compared to broad Day- 


ght and Sum ſbine; and at the ſame Time how unfulfilled 

10 hecy is fitly compared to a Light ſhining in 4 Place 
| Yeſterday I was infallibly aſſured, that ſuch an Event would 
come to paſs to day ; it is come to paſs, and the Accom- 
pliſhment of the Prediction manifeſt. Whatſoever doth 
«« make manifeſt is Light: The hecy therefore thus 
verified may be ſaid to be as clear as the Sun at Noon Day. 
Again, I am aſſured by the ſame infallible Authority, that 
another Event will happen To-morrow. To- morrow is to 
me 2 dark Place ; the Prophecy therefore is a Light ſhining 
in a dark Place. Nor do I at all detract from ſuch a Pro- 
phecy by calling it ſo: For I at the ſame Time allow its 
Authority to be unqueſtionable. See the Biſhop of London s 


Diſc. p. 7th, 8th, gth, 13th and 22d compared with Dr. M's 
Expokts 


On, P. 68 — 66. 
a) By the Day-dawn and the Day-far I apprehend St. 
gt An the Prognoſtics which our Saviour had told 
them ſhould precede the Deſtruction of Ferw/alem, Luke 


(65) Upon this Paſſage Dr. Middleton obſerves, that it is 
a Font allowed and inadiſputable, that wherever the Wri- 
ters of the New Teſtament ſpeak of Scripture in general, or 


{ 


of the Prophecies of the Scripture, they muſt be underſtood 


to ſpeak only of the Oli Teftament, and the Prophecies 
therein recorded. Examination, P. 81. In the firſt Place, 
this Obſervation does not ſeem to be true; as appears from 
2 Pet iii. 16. other Scriptures. But ſuppoſing it were true, 


yet of what Service it will be to the Dr's Hypotheſis, the 


| 52d Page of theſe Papers will explain. Where in ſumming 
up the State of the Apoſtle's Argument, it is ſhewn from 
Ver. 10, 11, and 12 of the firſt Chapter of the firft Epiſtle, 
how St. Peter had eſtabliſhed a Connection between the _ 
At 


(27) 


c any Man's own Mind (4). For Prophecy-ne* 


ver 
and New Covenant, proved that they were boch directed by 
the fame Spirit of God, and conſequently that the inſpired 
Men under both Diſpenſations were upon the ſame Foot of 


2 o 


Authority. Tf therefore the Prophecies of the Ola Teſta- 


ment were all inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt; as the old and 
new Covenant proceeded from, and were directed by the 


ſame Author, the ſame Infallibility muſt of conſequence 
attend the Prophecies under the New Teſtament. Suppo- 
ſing therefore that the Word Scripture here is meant of the 


Old Tefarent, and ſuppoſing farther the Word rer rightly 


tranſlated ld; yet theſe 'Fhings by no means confine the 
Mord of Prophecy in the 19th V. to the Old Teftament Prophecy : 
So far from it, that it does not appear, nor as I conceive 
can it be proved, that the Word of Prophecy there ſpoken 
of, muſt neceſſarily be limited and reſtrained to any wwriz- 


rex Word of Prophecy. only, What Impropriety then can 


there be in ſup oſing, that St. Peter might at 1gth V. 
allude to the Prophecies of our Sawicur and his Apoſiles 


(Whether they were written or unwritten it matters not) as 


well as to the Predictions of the g/d Prophets For the fore- 
os Some ve, wirEaa have, I hope, made it plain that the 
Apoſtle's Reaſoning at the 20 and 21 Verles is equally 
ſtrong and pertinent upon 24s Suppoſition, as if that Word 
of Prophecy were confined to the Predictions of the O14 


Teſlament only. See Mr. s Diſſertation, P 143. 


j, to Phavorinus and Sidaryis ipodee, 


acceſſus : According to Budeus, T; anus, and Conftantings, 
75 pe gos, inſultus, e. his Senſe Hammond and 


hitby follow. See alſo, Pools Synop.' in lacum. But if not- 
withſtanding theſe Authorities the Reader ſhould prefer the 
Engl Tranſlation, and ſhould think Interpretatio the more 
natural Signification of the Word innen, it ſhall not be 


diſputed. For the Argument will ſtand juſt the ſame, and 
the Senſe amount to the very ſame Thing. For according 
to this Conſtruction, the meaning of the Paſſage will be 


as Dr Mi has explained it, Scri tura prophetica non extli- 


cabat ſen interpretabatur ſenſum ipſius prophete ; fed fpiritics 
fant, quo 7777 eft, mentem atque ſententiam. Mill in locum. 


But to make it ſignify the 1aterpretation of a Prophecy al- 
reump delivered,” is plainly repugnant to the Apoſtle's own 
. 82 | Argument 


fs 

+; 

1 

9 

1 

I 
1 
15 1 
N 
1 
; 

. 1 
7 U 
j 

: 


| [ 28 ] 5 

e yer came at any Time (a) by the Will of 
% Man, but holy Men of God always ſpake 

& as they were inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt.” 
As the Text now under Conſideration is con- 
tained in this firſt Chapter, and therefore what 
we have the moſt immediate Concern with, I 
was in Hopes I might, in ſome Meaſure, plead 
an Excuſe for the Prolixity of a Para els, in 
Order to ſet the Context in as clear a Light as I 
could. The two remaining ones ſhall be made 
leſs tedious to the Reader, by having the Argu- 
ment of them drawn out in as little a Compaſs 
as poſſible. . 4 e 
*© In the ſecond Chapter the Apoſtle proceeds 
“ from the Example of the paſt Times to ſhew, 
that there ſhould in like Manner amongſt 
t them be falſe Teachers, who ſhould introduce 
<© damnable Hereſies, and by denying the Lord 
that bought them, would bring upon them- 


Argument; becauſe in that Senſe the Reaſon given in the 
following Verſe, whereby he ſupports his Aſſertion, is not 
to the Purpoſe. For he ſays not, that Prophecy was ne- 
ver explained by the Will of Man, which in this Caſe he 
ought to have ſaid, but that Prophecy never came, mixhn, 
| was never brought or given by the Will of Man. But if we 

take it for the original Delivery of Prophecy, the Reaſon 
follows cloſely and pertinently. Compare this Paſſage 
with Exel. xili. 2, 3. 2 Tim. iii. 16. 1 Pet. i. 11. See Mr. 
Alton s Diſſertation, p 148. 152, 153 5 

(a) So it is tranſlated in the Margin of our Engliß Bi- 
bles, and this Tranſlation is ſupported by much ampler Au- 
thority, than that of the Text. For Aliguando and not Olim 
is by far the more uſual Signification of the Word Horz, in- 
ſomuch that ſeveral Lexicons take no Notice of its ever 
fignifying Olim at all. There are Inſtances enough how- 
ever in the New Teſtament of its uſe in both Senſes. 


c ſelves 


1 29] 
c. ſelves ſwift (a ) Deſtruction : (See Mat. xvi. 
« 25.) And by traducing many from the Pu- 
* hy of the Goſpel to their pernicious Doc- 
9 — the Way of Truth would thereby be 
< evil ſpoken of. But ſuch Deceivers he aſ- 
ſures, that for a long Time their Judgment 
had been decreed ; and, let them think what 
& they would of the Slowneſs of the Lord's com- 
ing, their Damnation however did not lin- 
% ger. He then proceeds from ſeveral Prece- 
* dents of Puniſhment inflicted upon the De- 
© linquents of Antiquity, and the viſible Protec-' 
tion of the Righteous from the general Cala- 
** mities, to infer, that the Lord will always, 


in like Manner, deliver the Godly out of 


„Danger, and bring the Unjuſt to condign 
<< Puniſhment. And, in ſhort, after deſcribing 
the Practices and ſetting a Mark of Infamy 
upon the Seducers of thoſe Times, with a 

M 3 of religious Vehemence and Warmth, 
* he aſſures them, that their Caſe is much 

„ worle, by having apoſtatized from the Way 
of Truth, than if they had never known it. g 

& In the 30 Chapter the Apoſtle tells them, 
< that he ſent them this ſecond Epiſtle for the 
„ ſfſame Reaſon that he did the firſt, viz. To 
* remind them not to forget the Predictions of 
the holy Prophets, and the Precepts of him- 

& ſelf and the reſt of the Apoſtles. Above all, 
« biding them take particular Notice, that the 
“ Holy Ghoſt had foretold that ſuch Scoffers and 
«© Impoſtors ould come in the latter Times, (5) 
> 2 imagine 8 yt 2 this Expreſ- 
ion be more compatible with the of Fud; 
with the Deftrudtion of Jeruſalem. ar „ 5 


We, See Note (6 on p. 12. wt 
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* reproachfully asking, Where is the Pro- 


& miſe of his Coming? For that except (a) the 


«« Deaths and Succeſſions of Men, all Things have 


& continued the ſame from the Creation. But, 


„ ſays he, thoſe Men do not conſider ſurely, 


25 5 thoſe very Heavens and that Earth, by 
e the Confluence of whoſe Waters the old 
„ World was drowned, originally owed their 
«© Being to the Word of God, and therefore act- 


* ed by the Commiſſion of that Word: And 


& rmoreover that by the Decree of the ſame 
c Word, the preſent Heavens and Earth are 
i reſerved againſt the Day of Judgment and 
« Perdition of the kk to be then burnt. 
<6 Another Thing he particularly. recommends 
eto their Conſideration, is, that one Day is 
« with the Lord as a thouſand Years, and a 
de thouſand Tears, as one Day. And he farther 
< tells them, that the Lord is not ſlack concern- 
«« ing his Prom1sx (5) (as ſome Men imagine) 
* but only out of his great Mercy and Kindnefs 
<< to the Jews (c), allowed e Time to weigh 
6c *.the Evidences of the Goſpel z not willing that 
of them ſhould periſh, but that they 
66 l be all brought to Converſion (d). The 
Da; of the Lord, continues the Apoſtle, «vill 
& come as a Thief in the Night, in which the 
Heaven * Paſs Pa? with 1 meals: (e), 
& and 


(a) AG" Ic, See this Bates — by Dy. 


| Hammond in focum. . ton Ser. 2. 


(b) See Note (a) on p 

(e) The A ſays hugh. as being himſelf a Few. 

(4) Gy. Miramar. 

(e) Poid ads alſo ſignifies fifth. 3 the Vul- 
gate Latin has expreſſed it by great Ra- 
foie It has been by many be ar 6 ed, that = latter Goa. 

Mon preſerves the F orce of the Compariſon much bet- 

"— ACT < 


(37 ] 
< A the Elements faall melt with fervent Heat; 
* the Earth alſo, and the Works that are there- 
<< in, ſball be burnt up. Seeing then that all theſe 
% Things ſhall be diſſolved,” what Manner of Per- 
<< ſons ought ye to be in all boly Converſation and 
* Godlineſs, looking for and haſting unto the 
Coming of the Day of God, wherein the Hea- 
<< vens being on Fire ſhall be diſſolved, and the 
«© Elements Spalt melt with fervent Heat? Me- 
t wvertheleſs we, according to his Promiſe, look 
<< for new Heavens and a new Earth, wherein 
c dwelleih Righteouſneſs. Upon this he fub- 
< joins another Exhortation, wherein he py 
« ſuades them to continue looking for fuch 
Things, and to take great Care, that they 
* might be found of Chriſt in Peace, without 
<<. Spot and Blameleſs : And account the Long- 
<< ſuffering of the Lord to be Salvation ; even 
<< as his Fellow-apoſtle Paul alſo, according to 
« the Wiſdotm given unto him, had written un- 
* to them; as well as in all his other Epiſtles, 
<« ſpeaking in them of thoſe Doctrines (a): In 
<<.which were ſome Things hard to be un- 
< underſtood, which they that were unlearned 
< and unſtable wreſted, as they did alſo the 
& other Scriptures to their own Deſtruction. He 
«© then adds a final Exhortation, that ſeeing they 
© had been foretold of theſe Things, they ſhould 
< beware, leſt they alſo, being led away by the 
& Error of the wicked, fall from their own 
<< Stedfaſtneſs: Admoniſhing them to grow in 
Grace, and in the Knowledge of our Lord 


Vorſe. | | 
_ (a) Ev ele which therefore is not to be underſtood to agree 
with imiroagt;, a Feminine Noun, but with 7870». 
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and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; to whom be af- 
* cribed Glory both now and for ever. Amen.” 

In the 10, II, 12, and 13th Verſes, I have 
not ventured to uſe any ſynonymous Expreſſions 
or Paraphraſe, but have kept to the bare Letter 
of our Engliſh Trantlation : Becauſe T was wil- 
ling that ſo material a paſſage mould ſtand in its 
full Force, and therefore purpoſely declined 
dreſſing it in any Language of my own, in Or- 
der to ſtand clear of the Imputation of any ſi- 
niſter Gloſs or deſigning Comment. For a- 
mongſt a number of Paſſages, which ſtrongly 


evince, that the appearing of Jeſus Chriſt ſo 


often mentioned, was meant of his coming 
to execute Vengeance upon the unbelieving 
Jeus, they alone throughout the two Epiſtles, 
contain any Reſemblance of an Objection to 
it. So ſtrong an Objection indeed do they con- 
tain, that upon the Strength of their Evidence 
Dr. Whitby inſiſts, that the main Doctrine urg- 
ed and inculcated throughout the Epiſtle, is the 
ſpiritual Coming of Chriſt at the laſt Day; all his 
Reaſons againſt a temporal Senſe being built upon 
theſe very Verſes (a); (excepting a little Notice 
taken of Yer. 8. which is ſo neutral a Paſſage, 
that no great Streſs can be laid upon it either 
Way.) And indeed it muſt be owned, that the 
Letter of the Text is undeniably ſtrong in fa- 


vour of the Day of Judgment. On the other 
Hand, Dr. Hammond, with a great deal of 


Learning, and it muſt be confeſſed, ſome Counte- 
nance from the Stile of the Jewiſh Prophets, has 


(ien See his Preface to the ſecond Epiſle. 
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explained away the literal Meaning, in Order 
to make it compatible with the temporal De- 
ſtruction ſoon after brought upon Feruſeldn, 
And it muſt be further owned, that St. Peter 
manifeſtly alludes therein to ſeveral Paſſages in 
the Old Prophers, which have been generally 
interpreted in a figurative Senſe, *Tis plain, 
however, every Body does not acquieſce in' his 
Interpretation : And it cannot be denied, that 
if it be allowed to be figurative, the Expreſ- 
ſions are many of them extremely hyperbo- 
lical and lofty. On this Account, many have 
been induced to embrace Whitby s Opinion, 
though they allow a the preceding Parts of 
both Epiſtles apparently countenance the op- 
pole Interpretation. 11 I might be indulged a 
onjecture, the Caſe ſeems to Fes been thus : 
T *; viſible Aſpect of a temporal Senſe, which 
diſcovers itſelf 1 the firſt and almoſt 
all the ſecond Epiſtle, ſeems to have induced Dr. 
Hammond to explain away the literal Meaning 
of the four abovementioned Verſes, in Order 
to make it conſiſtent with the general Tenar' of | 
the whole. ' On' the other Hand, the plain Ve- 
ſtigia of Alluſion to the final! Day of Fudgment, 
which thoſe four Verſes en id; and 
which he probably might think too ſtrong to be 
evaded, inclined Dr. Vbiiby to conclude, that 
the Turn of both open was intended to 
point that Way, - 

If fo, I will Nie OI offer an \ Expedicnt Whigs. ; 
by T ſhould think the Difference might be eaſily 
accommodated, and both the Commentators re- 
conciled to the fame Interpretation. What the 
learned Author of the Diſcourſes has obſerved 


u ow the. 3 of the Old Teſtament, 
We 
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Thoughts and ee h of the 


1 


will very . repare the Reader 
for what mean. Many of the antient Prophe- 
c cies (fays this eminent Hef ableſt of Writers) 
& relate to both Covenants z and hence it comes 
< to paſs, that at the firſt Appearance many of 
s the antient Predictions ſeem to be hardly 
<« conſiſtent with themſelves, but to be made 
e up of Ideas, which can never unite in one 
„ Perſon, or in one Event. Thus the Pro- 

4 miſes to David of a Son to ſucceed in his 
<< Throne, have ſome Circumſtances, which 


are app! icable only, to Salomon and the tem- 


& peral Dominion over the Houſe of Jae! ; 
% ſame which are to that Son of Da- 
& vid, who was. Heir of an everla ing King- 
dom, which was, to be cftabliſh'd in Truth 
4. a Righteouſneſs. Hence it is, that we 
< often find the 7 mal of tem por Feli- 
oy or tempora verances 0 

46 . no deer Felicity, or noel He. 
ic liverance can anſwer t HBeſeri tion; the 
rophet na- 


7 turally ma FI 8 Bleſſings of one 


D) ear to. the ings. of the other.“ 
of 8 128. | 
* 55 being undoubtedly ale in Regard 


8 the Propls es of the Old e 


ht no unallowable Extent of Analogy, 
Ratio to explain the manifeſt Si- 
What of Genius, that diſcovers "lf in the 


propherick Stile Fog the New ee (8) 


With 


* Ft 36” of * 


a 6 1 ; ſhould oc- 
or in the former which may 17 too high for 
90 Deſtruction of eruſalem, there is 10 . to con- 
clude n thence, that no others were intended to refer 
bod it. ITbe moſt material Paſſage 5 can be yd 
again 


n 
With this View taerefore, let us look into the 
context. Whoever, the leaſt converſant in 
the prophetick Writings, reads over the firſt - 
Epiſtle, I am perſuaded muſt allow, that if 
St. Peter had thereby intended to have fore- 
told, that the Coming of Chriſt would be in a 
ſhort Time, he would have had no Occaſion to 
have ſpoken of it in plainer Terms. And 
whoever conſiders the Purport of his ſecond 
Epiſtle, cannot but conclude, that the Apoſtle 
had in his former Letter expreſſed himſelf plain 
enough upon the occaſion for thoſe he wrote to, 
So far did they ſeem from not underſtanding him 
to have foreſignified the coming of Chriſt in 
a ſhort Time, that many of them thereby be- 
came too eager in their Expectations of it. So 
very eager, that many had taken an Occaſion 
to make 4 Mock at the Prophecy, and to ridi- 
cule the Notion of his coming at all, becauſe 
he had not appeared within fo ſhort a Space of 
Time, even as five or {ix Years. The Infinua- 
tions of theſe Scoffers may naturally be imagined, 
to have had Weight enough with weak Minds 
in a Time of violent Perſecution, to have un- 
ſettled the Faith af many, and not unlikely to 
againſt the Hypotheſis here offered throughout the whole Epi- 
e, is Ch. iv. 5. O. arodwovo; Avycr To Froipeu; Torri wgines 
nere. Which in our Tranſlation ſounds, by: the 


Day of Judgment aut rear ur Hand. But the Phraſe rates 


t ſeems to bear no Sort of Relation to Time,. but only to 
fignify paratus fin, to be in ſuch Senfe ready, prepared with 
Power and Commiſſion for that Purpoſe ; agreeably to the 
uſual Meaning of the Expreſſion. See'Sudas, Scapula, Budent, 


Tuſatns and Conflantinas. In the ſame Senſe treum cxmanro- 


bor, 1ſt Epiſtle i. 5, is to be underſtood; only with thi, 
Difference, that zhere the Time is ſpecified. _ the Word: 
imme diately following, viz: i re t#yd7s ; in this Parr 
the Expreſſion is left at large. | BE. 


have 


(36) 

have induced ſome intirely to renounce the Goſ- 
pel. In ſuch Caſe, it would be very reaſon- 
able to imagine, that in his ſecond Epiſtle to 
them, he would make it his Buſineſs to con- 
duct his Argument in ſuch wiſe, as to re. ſettle 


| 1 the Wavering in the Stedfaſtneſs of their Faith, 
8 to confute the Scoffers, and deter others from 
1 ſpreading ſuch poiſonous Inſinuations, by 


threatning the Authors of them with that Ven- 
geance, which was due to ſuch pernicious He- 
reſies. The two firſt of theſe Points are direct- 
ly and amply executed in the firſt Chapter; 
as the third is very apparently the Subject of 
the two remaining Chapters. In the Manage- 
ment of which Point, let us take Notice how 
the Apoſtle proceeds. Let it then be obſerv'd, 
that the main Drift and Purpoſe of the two 
laſt Chapters, is the Denunciation of Deſtruction 
and Vengeance againſt thoſe that bring in damna- 
ble Hereſies, to ſubvert the Faith and ſeduce 
the Profeſſors of it. On the Proof of which 
Article, the Apoſtle enters at the 4th Verſe of 
the 2d Chapter, by producing ſeveral remark- 
able Precedents of Puniſhment, that had been 
inflicted upon the Sons of Diſobedienee, and, 
in Order to confirm the Faithful in their Inte- 
5 grity, ſhews how the Righteous had at the 
fame Time been SF by Heaven. The 
Application of the Inference from which Pre- 
cedents, to the approaching Appearance of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, was very ealy and obvious ; and 
plainly implied in the gth Verſe. I ſay, im- 
plied: For though int vpiocwe may be eaſily 
conſtrued in that Senſe, yet the Latitude 
ef the Expreſſion leaves it not neceſſarily con- 


. fined 


C27 : 
Gned to that Conſtruction ; it being alſo capable 
of meaning the final Day of Judgment. This in- 
deed, of all others, ſeems: at. firſt Sight to be 
the very Place, where St. Peter might be ex- 
pected to have uſed ſome Expreſſion or other, 
peculiarly applicable to this Coming of Chriſt, 
if he had meant it of the Deſtruction of Je- 
ruſalem. But for the Removal of this ſteming 
Objection, let it be remembred, that the Pro- 
poſition, which St. Peter was proving, was 
ſevelled againſt thoſe Scoffers that derided and e- 
lieved not his approaching Coming (a). Menaces 
therefore from that Quarter, would have been to 
no Purpoſe. An Argument from that Topick 
would be nothing more than beating the Air, If 
therefore, the Apoſtle ſhould be found to have 
backed this Doctrine by an Argument from the 
grand Day of Judgment, would not every one al. 
low it to be extremely a propos ? Would not the 
Force of his Reaſoning be admirably clinched 
- by it, and his Argument very emphatically 
ſtrengthened thereby ? ESO HP TT 
This indeed, was the' real and only Reaſon, 
that induced me to ſubſcribe to the literal 
Meaning of- this latter Part of the third Chapter, 
after reading the Arguments for its metaphorical 
Acceptation z becauſe the literal Senſe of the 
Day of Judgment, adds ſo much Strength and- 
Energy to the Apoſtle's Reaſoning, and be- 
cauſe the Argument ſeems: ſomewhat deficient 
without it. Beſides, as Mr. Collyer ſays, 
Since the Apoſtle ſpeaks of the Deſtruction 
of the Old World by Vater in a literal. 
_ £© Senſe, in like Manner he ſeems to ſpeak of 
<< the Heavens or Elements, and the Earth by 
(a) As appears from Ch. iii. Ver. 4. 89 
4 b 1 
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(33) 
% Fire ina literal Senſe? (a). Admitting this Hy- 
potheſis, what can have the Appearance of more 


Propriety ? The Point the Apoſtle is now up- 
NT obſerved before, is the Danger 1 
Puniſhment of introducing damnable Hereſies, 
and ſeducing the Believers from the Faith. 
This Point was to be made good for the Con- 
viction and Converſion of ſome Chriſtians, that 
embraced the Goſpel-Doctrines is general, but 
who derided the Doctrine of Chriſt's approach- 
ing Coming (5). Which approaching Coming 
: | 3 4 | the 


. Sacred Interpreter. p. 294. 


) In Oppoſition to this, Dr. Middleton aſſerts, that the 


Proof of the Meſſiahſhip of Chriſt, or the Goſpel-Doctrines 


in general, was the De gn of both Epiſtles. See his Exa- 
mination, p. 74, 75, 76. which Opinion he builds up- 
on the following Argument. He takes the Antecedent for 
granted, that the ei Converts doubted the Doctrine of 
Chriſt's Coming; and from thence argues, that they muſt 
conſequently doubt of a the Goſpel Facts and Doc- 
trines. (See Examination, p. 77, 91.) How ſuch a Con- 
clufion would follow ſuppoſing the Antecedent to be ad- 
_ ſhall not ow —_— : The 1 itſef 
not only wanting. as far-as appears, being incapable of 

Proof: No whe the Doctor lays down as a ey Po- 
ſition, which is neceflarily maintained by the Patrons of 
this Opinion. A Poſition, however, not at all neceſſary to, 
or any Part of the Hypotheſis here defended. For in the 


firſt Place, it is undeniably plain, from various Paſſages in 


both the Epiſtles, that theſe Converts did not diſbelieve the 
Goſpel- Doctrines in general, nor, further, does it at all ap- 
pear, that they even ſo much as doubted the Truth ebe 
Particular Doctrine of Chriſt's Coming: For they might be 


diſappointed and uneaſy, becauſe he was not already 


come. Tis plain, they lived in conſtant Expectation f 
it. And therefore if they had no Aﬀurance of his coming 
an a fort Time, it is very eaſy to imagine, that m a Time 


of raging Perſecution, a great many might be induced to 


renounce the Goſpel for the Sake of Safety, tho they did 
not doubt the Truth of its Doctrines; and which perhaps 
nothing but the Dread of Death could have made them 

| : | | forſake. 


4) | 
the Apoſtle inſiſted upon, as reſting on the 
Word of Prophecy. In this Caſe, he puts 
them in Mind, as was very natural, that if the 
Doctrine of Chrift*'s approaching Coming ſhould 
prove true, they might expect to be the parti- 
cular Objects of his Vengeance, But as this 
his Coming in à ſhort Time was what th 
doubted of, he does not truſt to the Strengt 
of that Head only, but fetches another Argu- 
ment from the Conſideration of a Topick which 
they did believe, viz. The final Judgment; and 
which therefore might be expected to have 
ſome Hold upon them. In effecting, which, 
forſake. For the Proſpect of Death may very often Rlagger 
a Man's Reaſon and Faith too; and the Paſſion of Fear 
frequently prompts People to act contrary to the Conviction 
of their Conſcience. Many a Man might not have Re- 
ſolution enough to Jay down his Life for Chriſt, and yet at 
the ſame Time might not aiſbeliewe any Article of his 
Goſpel. Hence therefore, appears the Reaſon, why the 
Apoſtle ſhould be particularly ſtudious of confirming them 
in the Perſuafion of Chrift's approaching Appearance, be- 
cauſe at his Coming, they expected a Deliverance from 
Perſecution and Danger. This therefore would be the 
moſt effectual Way to keep them ftedfaft in the Faith. 
Here is ſo far then from being any Ground for ſuppo- 
fing that they doubted. of 4 the Goſpel-Doctrines in ge- 
neral, that there appears no Neceſſity for ſuppoſing, 2 
they diſputed even the particular Doctrine of Chriſt's 
Coming: For their Inſtability might only ariſe from their 
Diffidenoe and Doubts concerning the Nearne/; of hi Ap- 
proach. And for the Reaſon juſt given, one may eaſily 
_— that many out of a Multitude might for the Sake 
of preſent Safety, renounce the Goſpel, ore of whoſe 
Doctrines they might diſbelieve or doubt, not even that of 
Chriſt's Coming; and yet thoſe ſame People may be 
imagined zo to have renounced their Faith, could they 
have had any Aſſurance, that Chriſt would come Time 
z0ugh to preſerve them from that Danger, of which they 
lived in hourly Apprehenfion and Fear. 
1 80 | the 


* 


Time the Expreſſion occurs in either 


40 0 


the Apoſtle's Dexterity and Management i$ 
extremely fine and maſterly. For in the very 


Means, which he uſes to deter them from ſuch 
pernicious Ways, he adminiſters the moſt effec- 
tual Argument to convince them. The Doc- 
trine of a future Fudgment they believed. On 
what Grounds? Upon the Authority of the 
Mord of Prophecy ; on the Evidence whereof 
the Certainty of that Doctrine depends. The 
then approaching Coming of Chriſt reſted upon 
the ſame Word of Prophecy; why therefore, 
ſhould not the ſame Argument have the ſame 
Effect and Influence on their Faith? The Rea- 


ſoning is admirably ſtrong and cogent ; and 


what the Apoſtle may properly be ſuppoſed 
ro have made Uſe of. Nay, that he intended to 
be underſtood to have uſed this double Doc- 
trine, he himſelf, if I miſtake not, has given 


us a pretty ſtrong preſumptive Proof in the 
Ath, 5th, and 6th Verſe of the ſecond Chapter. 

Where he brings three ſeveral Examples of the 
| Fad Effects and Conſequences of Unrighteouf- 
neſs and Diſobedience, to confirm his The/is. 


W hereof, tis obſervable, the two laſt, viz. the 
Inſtance of the Antediluvian World, and that of 
Sodom and Gomorrah reſpect temporal Viſita- 
tions : Whereas the firſt, viz. the Caſe of the 


Fallen Angels, plainly implies a ſpiritual Judg- 


ment. Hence then appears the Reaſon, why 
the Apeſtle in his Application of theſe Ex- 


amples, might chuſe to make Uſe of an Ex- 


preſſion (a) of ſuch Latitude, as to be capable 


of both a temporal and ſpiritual Senſe. _ 


7 


(a) Ele npepas ales, . 2 , This is the firſt 
32 
| Senſe 


% 


9 )- 


1 Since I have taken upon me to ſay ſo much 


on the Subject, I will venture to offer one 
more Conjecture; for it would be of ſome Im- 
portance towards the Confirmation of the above 


Face if one could find out any Ve- 
ſtigia of the Apoſtle's Tranſition from one 


Doctrine to the other. And there ſeems to 


me to be great Reaſon for imagining, that St. 
Peter intended to prepare the Reader for it by 
the double Expreſſion juſt taken Notice of (a). 
But whether this be ſo. or not, whoever conſiders 
the Tenor of St. Peter's Reaſoning, will, I be- 
lieve, ſee Cauſe for imagining, that an Expreſ- 


ſion very ſimilar to it (50, in the 10th Verſe of 


the 3d Chapter, is the very Hinge, upon which 
the Argument turns from the temporal to the 
ſpiritual Doctrine. Obſerve the Subſtance of 
1 Verſe before. From the Parentheſis therein 
contained, it May appears, that ſome Peo- 
ple had complained of the Slowneſs of Chriſt's 
Coming. St. Peter's Anſwer to this Objec- 
tion, is to this Effect: Lou have no Reaſon 
to conclude, that Chriſt is ſlack concerning his 
Promiſe, becauſe you do not ſee any Signs of 
his Approach; for he himſelf has told us, 


that the Day of the Lord will come without 
Notice or Warning, as a T hief in the Night. 


(e). This he, aſſures them, upon the Autho- 


rity of our Saviour's own. Word. And it is 


very much to the preſent Purpoſe to obſerve, 
| {a} See Note Ja) on P. . 5 3 FE 3 
5 Hupe xvpis If it be Joubica whether this Expr A 
fion may be properly applied to the Deſtruction of Je- 
ruſalem, See Biſhop Chandler's Defence of Chriſtianity, 
p- yg 1 „ 4 5 S ps + 
e Matt. xxiv. 42, 43- > 5 


2 


I 
- 
* 


1 
11 U 
i b 
4 l 
* 

© I 
5 2 
_ 
Fi 
4 

b 
1 

j1 | 

1 
oo 
| 
6 1 

FS! 

BY | 

i 
4 
| 
43 
1 

i 


o : 
- 


r 


4 
] 


1 
Ty: 
1 
EF? 
71 
3 N 
vo 
; LY 
F . 
1 ; 
| 


3 


— — — 
a 9 


(ape voy fs 19a 
TO © OI — 


r eee —— — I — „ 
e n W gar She 10 ga AY eee \ — 


e 


„ 3 7 
„ % . : 
f F 4 


* 


w 
OS 
: 


> rere 
r 
* 


eee 


that in the Place, from whence the Subſtance 


of this Prophecy is quoted, after having de- 


ſcribed the Diagnoſticks of his ſerond Coming 
to the Dxſtruction of Feruſalem (a), and taken 


Occaſion from thence to inculcate the Duty of 


Vigilance by a Parable or two (5), our Saviour 


immediately paſſes on at the 3 iſt Verſe of the 


next Chapter, by a Tranfition very ſimilar to 
this of St. Peter, to the Deſcription of the /aft 
I this laſt, or any of the foregoing Interpre- 
tations, wherein my Expoſition ſtands unſup- 
ported by the concurring Suffrage of any other 
Commentary, ſhould prove unſatisfactory to 
the Reader, I would beg Leave'to remind him, 


that I only offer them as * In the 


Courſe of the Expoſition I own, I have 
ventured to put a Conſtruction upon two or 
three Words, uncountenanced by the Autho- 
rixy of any Commentator or Expofitor that I 
know of. How well ſuch Conſtructions are 
ſupported, the Reader has ſeen; and by his 


Judgment. I am intirely . they ſhould 


ſtand or fall. This at leaſt T can venture 
to ſay : That as I have already within the 


ſmall Sphere of my Reading, mer with no 


Reaſons: ſufficient to occaſion in me the leaft 


Hefiration about any of them, ſo I am intirely 
prepared to retract them, as ſoon as ever I 


- ſhould ſee a convincing Proof of their Inva- 


lidity. Whether they are approved or reject- 
ed, it will by no Means affect the' State of the 
Argument : I propoſe building no Advantages 
() Dr. Whithy himſelf has interpreted theſe two Chap- 
ters in this Senſe. | ; 0 
46) By Way of Parentheſis, as Dr. Hammond obſerves. 


upon 


[43] 
upon any of them. The Reader therefore: is 
welcome to - ſubſtitute any other Conſtrue- 
tion in the Room of them, that he pleaſes: 
Without their Aſſiſtance, I preſume upon hav- 
ing got Ground enough for my Purpoſe: For 
the only Uſe I ſhall make of this: Review 
ot the Subſtance and Argument of the two 
Epiſtles, will, I hope, prove apparently 
deducible from the Tenor of St; Peter's own 
Words; which will be to facilitate the Expla- 
nation; and bring us to the Doctrine of the 
37 which I am come now more particulatly 


to conlider, - 


Previous to which Inquiry I will obſerve, ' 
that from the foregoing: Review of-the-two Epi- 
ſtles, it evidently - appears, that the ſecond 
| Epiſtle was written to ſupport and maintain the 
Hopes and Expectations, which St. Peter had 
raiſed in his firſt, From the ſame Conſidera. 
tion thersfore appears the Propriety and Expge 
diency. of recurring to the fir iſtle, in Or- 
der to come at the Meaning of the Text. Which 
before we enter upon, let us ſtop a little, and 


ſum up the Evidence, which the foregoing 
Survey of the Argument has afforded us. 
Ic the firſt Place then; let it be recollected; 
what was obſerved from Dr. Mbitby and Dr. 
Hammond, that the Deſign of the firſt Epiſtle 
was to encourage the diſperſed Chriſtians to 
perſevere and continue conſtant in the Faith, un- 
der the Temptations and Perſecutions, ta which 
they wete then ſubject (a). The greateſt Con 
ſolation under which, was the approaching 
Coming of Jeſus Chriſt 3 which he himſelf 


: CY 
(a) See P. 10. 
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141 
had promiſed, ſhould be before the Expiration 
of the then preſent Generation (a), and even 
whilſt ſome ot his Contem poraries (2), and parti- 
cularly one of his own Diſciples (c) ſhould be liv- 
ing. Upon which Coming the Chriſtians, (as 
was very natural from the Aſſurances they had 

received, See Luke xxi. 28.) built all thcir 
Hopes of Deliverance from the Perſecution - 
then raging (4). Diſtreſs is an impatient State: 


(la] See Matt xxiv. 34- Mark xiii. 30, and Late 
xxi. 32. „ fy 21 Rp 
(5) See Luke ix. 27. 


( See Fobr xxi. 22 eee 
(a) It may perhaps here be afk'd in the Words of Mr. 
Aſoton, *© What Comfort could Men, under Perſecution 
% from Roman Governors, expect to receive from the Ex- 
« cifion-of the Jews ? Men too, who, as they had been 
% Jeaut, had probably owe Prayer ftill in Store for the 
e Peace of Jeruſalem what Refpe& could their State 
«© be better, after that Event had taken Place? What 
«« Advantage could they expect from it? Juſt as much as 
% Proteftants perſecuted by a Twrki/> Baſhaw, would gain 
«« from the Deſtruction of the City of Rome What Grace 
« or Deliverance was brought to them in Fact, from that 
46 Revelation of Chriſt ? How did the Trial of their Pa- 
_ .* tience, how could it yield Honour and Glory at chat 
% Appearance of him? See Mr. Abton s Diſſertation, 
121 | | „ 
| * Theſe Embarraſſments lay in the Way of our Hpo- 
thefis, and are too conſiderable to be paſſed over in 
Silence; as therefore the Reader will naturally expect to 
ſee them taken Notice of, I 1 I may be excuſed the Li- 
berty of confidering and endeavouring to remove them. 
In Order then to clear up the i Point, the requiſite Aſ- 
fiſtance is very near at Hand. For the Ads of the Ho 
files will, go a great Way towards it, being uſually ſup- 
poſed to contain the Hiſtory of about thirty Years, which 
Will bring us very near the Time, beyond which this 2d 
Epiſtle could not be written. Thither then let us have Re- 
courſe, for it will from thence eaſily be perceived, by 
whoſe Incitation the Ferſecutions during chat Peridd of 
Time, were chiefly raiſed. | 


Very 


8 45 
And 4e it is very natural for Men in Affliction 


uk DR, expect that . Day would bring their 
„ Deliverance 


vay ſoon after our Lord's Aſteafibu; PER iv; 1855 


we find the Apoſtles thrown into Priſon by the Jer 


Prieſts, and the Captain of the Temple and the Sadducett, 


Chap. v. 18; they received the ſame Treatment again 


from the Hands of the High Priefts and the Sadaucees. Ch. 


viii. 1. we read of a great Perſecution againſt the Church 


which was at Jeruſalem; by which all of them, except the 
Apoſtles, were ſcattered abroad throughout the Regions of 
Juda and Samaria, and as far as Phenite and Cypras 
and Antioch, ch. xi. 19. Ch. ix. we find Saul breathi — 
Threatnings and Slaughter, againſt the Diſciples o 
Lord, and in Order to ſatiate his Revenge, he went Hine 
the High-Prief,” and defired of him Letters to Damaſcus to 
the Synagogues, that if he found any of this Way, he 
might bring them bound unto Jeruſalem. Which Fhing 
alſo he did ; and many of the Saints did he ſhot up in 
Priſon, having received Authority from: the Chief-Priefts, 
ch. xxvi. 10. As ſoon as Saul was converted, __ began 
to preach Chriſt in the Synagogue, the Jews turned 
their Rancour againſt him, and took Counſel to Kl him: 
Inſomuch, chat che Diſciples were forced to ſecrete him, 
in Order to elude their Rage. Chap. xii. 1. we read; that 
Herod the King (who was of the Fewvi/h Religion) ftrerch- 
ed forth his Hands to vex certain of the Church; and he 
killed James the Brother of Jabu, with the Sword ; and 
becauſe he faw it pleaſed the Jraus, he ed further 
to take Peter alſo. When Paul and Barnabas were at 
- Antioch, we find; Ch. Xii. 48. that when the Gentilet heard 
that Salvation was to be preached unto hen, they were 
glad, and glorified the Word of the Lord: But the Yeu 
raiſed Pevjeca cation 'agaiaſt Paul and Barnabas, and e . 
them out of their-Coaſts. So again, when Paul was at 
Lyfira; there came thither certain Fews from Antioch and 
Lonium, whe perſuaded the People, and having ſtoned 
Paul, drew out of the City, ſuppoſing he had been 
| dead. See ewiſe, Ch. xvii. 5, 13. obſerve alſo Chap. 
xvilii. 12, 16, 17. Ch: xxi. 30, 31. Again, Ch. Xxiii. 
* more chan Forty of the J had bound themſelves 
Ma Curſe, ſaying, That hay would neither eat nor drink, 


till they — illed Paul; the chief Captain, ſinding no- 
| * ming 


' 
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& Deliverance-- with. it. But when: one Year. 
after another paſſed, and no Deliverance 


« came, 


dong en ot lg of Death, jos; veiled; refered 
aps, I 2 ag to the Neman Governor, into better 
Plan be High-Pricf, underſtanding this, took the 
"rouble of à Journey to (e/area, with — ®, Elders and an 
tor, on Purpoſe to accuſe him before Felix. Felix on 
the other Hand, let him þave Liberty, and and ordered the Cen- 
tunign ta forbid none of his Acquaintance to ge ow: 
come unto him. When he left his Procuratorſhip indeed 
ut. Pau! bound. But why was it ? neren be Was 
be upon n Terms with the Jeay LN leav- : 
ing his is get to ſhew them à Ple is” 
. too, Fortis Feſizs, willing 10 ingratiate duet | 
the. Jews a 3 — n. ed Paul, if he 


— to Fern there? Why 
a Pate: che 0 go to go 2 to N Gr for what 

[he appeal to. be red unte the Hearing of 
reatment he met with, when. he came to 
ends it: For it ſeems he dwelt there twq whole 
Yam, in his own hired Houſe, and xeceived all that cane 
9 N preaching the Kingdom of Ged. and teaching 

8, Which concern 6-905 arg _ all Cooke | 


275 we e ies Oh, 


be e cloſing 

with 1 e 55th, E EW fg 
which Period of Time, we ſee the. Church * and 
the Diſciples perpetually harraſſed by the Malice of che 
Fa 2 put nd conſiderable. Moleſtarion from the - Roman. 

: Nay, 3 55 al indeed from any Body- bas — 
Jag. 5 pres te : Danger St. Paul was in from the Gre- 
15 mpriſonment of, P and e ah at 


*g » nk gy pines was Failed againſt 
by the Craftimen. at Rae Ch. xzix, No Wonder, 
Ro That we can find no Traces of a Fexlecution, which 
Vas not yet in Being. The firſt Perſecution, of Chribianity 
from the Pema . being well k to be raiſed, 
not till the icth * Nero. pA ork of C Chit See B 
and the x . Figs — — Perſec 9 
3 . u when 
te of Peter. 


1 


© came,” many began to ſtagger in their 


Faith, and to ſulpect chat the Day of his Com- 


The Occafion of the Perſecution was this; Nero, in 
Order to vip off the Odium, he had incurred on Ac- 
count of 


according to Tacitus, to the Charge of the Chriſtians, and 
made that an Handle to puniſh them with the moſt exqui- 
ſite Tortures. The Pretext was, becauſe the Chriſtians, 


and eſpecially the Apoſtles were well known publickly to 
thi 7 W a 4 l 


teach, that che World was to be burnt by Fire, and that 
Jeruſalem was in a little Time to be deſtroyed by Fire 
and Sword. | 5 


The Date of this zd Epiſtle of St. Peter, is not pre: 
tended to be ſpecified with any Degree of Certainty. But 
that it was written hefore the Commencement, of the Nero- 
nan Perſecution, there is the higheſt Probability. Eſpe- 
cially if Their Conjecture may be allowed to have any 


Weight, who imagine, that the Doctrine of the Confla- | 


ration inculcated in this Epiſtle, might 0 the Occaſion of 
his. Death. Dr. Caves Words upon the Occaſion are 
much to the Purpoſe, and worth reciting ; I quod /ecunde 
fea Epiftolg Nuper Scripta, Fetus nofter copics fecerat : (nempy 
„ e IK 

We ſee then What Ground there is to conelude, that 
this 2d Epiſtle was written before any Perſecution was 
raiſed againſt the Church by the Roman Power; and 
with what Reaſon the Perſecutions it had hitherto la, 
boured under, may be aſcribed to the Incitation of the 
Jeu. The Deſtruftion of Jeruſalem muſt therefore af- 
ford great Matter of Joy to the Chriſtian Church. 

_ To this it ma be ſaid, „that as they had ban Jews, 
** they had probably 
VVV 

T own indeed, that no Feople upon Earth had ever 
more national Prejudices, more unconquerable Attach- 


. 
—— 
: 5 
* 
” 
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ments to their Country than the Jews: And I doubt not 
tit would be with ſome Reluctancęe, that they - could 


behold Jeruſalem an Heap of Stones We may depend 


upon it therefore, that ſome conſiderable Matter of Joy 


and Comfort was to accrue to the Church from this Ca- 


taſtrophe af the Jeuiſb State, for an Apoſtle of Chriſt to. 


Propaſe 


e Fire which he had kindled, and which 
had made a 1 in the City of Rome, laid it, 


one Prayer ſtill in Store for the Peaca 
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59 (43). 
ing might be far off; and in Order to avoid 
the Rage of their Enemies, renounced the 
propoſe it as a Ground of Conſolation to a diſtreſſed Peo- 


ple, wherein. he exhorts them to rejoice. What Advan- 
tage the Chriſtians in Fact received from it, the foregoing 


and diverſe e rodeo the Texws were the chief 
Authors of tho 


4 

Goſpel, and denied the Lord that bought 
them: Of Which Diſpoſition the ignominious 
19 915 Sufferings 


Peter addreſs'd his 2d Epiſtle to them, were brought upon 
them by the Jews: "The Exciſion thetefore of the Tew- 
% Praver was in ſuch Caſe indiſputably a proper Motive 
of- Conſolation for the Apoſtle to propoſe, in Order to 
keep wavering Diſciples ſtedfaſt in the Faith; as the Ex- 
ciſion of that Power would for the future prevent any con- 
fiderable Moleſtation or Oppoſition from that Quarter. 
Thus ſtands the Argument upon the Chronology of Dr. 
c and I will not take upon me to offer any Thing” in 
Support of Dr. Cave's Authority: I am apprized how- 
ever, that Chronologiſts are far from being agreed upon 
this, as they are from eſtabliſhing any other cen tation. 
The Commencement” of the Mronian Perſecution EY in- 
deed pretty well agreed upon moſt of them, and may 4 
with a competent Degree of Aſfurance be fixed, age 
ing to Tacitus, with The Conſent both of Cave and Pa. 
pix, in the Conſulſhip of Lecanius Hus, and Licinivs 
Craſſus in the Year 64. Cave places the Death of Peter 
in che ſame Year; Drpin in the Year following. © Laab ſon 
differs from them both; placing che firſt rfecutton in 
65 ; che Writing of the 2d Epiſt of St. Peter in 67, and 
bo Death in 68. DIO 
Thus I have brought ins Vier He endes various Reckonings, 
wid leave it to the Reader's Option, to 4 which of 
them ſqever appears moſt plauſible,” or beſt füöppo 
If the Computation” of Dr. Cave finds Credit, the Ar 
ment advanced aboye, ſeems to be almoſt conchuſfope 1 
Favour of the Hypotheſis here offered. If the other Au- 
thors are followed, they can however at moſt prove vo- 
thing againſt it. © r 
1 is what 1 have kitheveo/Caid; Tres e af 
the ſecond Epiſtle; but the Reader will pleaſe to ta 
-tice, that the whole Controverſy * in "Reality d ID i pom 
the Date of the Firf.” And however dubious 'th 
of the Larter may be, the Former was undoubtedl 7 writ- 
ten many Vears before the firſt Perſeeution. Dipin fixes 
it by Conjecture in the Year 45. But it is generally: 
allowed to have been written in che Reign of Clandivy': : 
And Claudius died in 84. Ia 
If there are any who may not think the point ſuſiciently 
"gear: from what has been ſaid; it may be of Uſe to at- 
tend to the following Argue | For 


— 


Poli 
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Sufferings and Death of Chriſt, might probably 
vat a 12 contribute to the Confirmation: r 
f Om 


2 


For [whether it 3 * the Writing of the 

_ 2d Epiſtle, it at preſent matters not; but) there certainly 
oſe from the Quarter of Nome, the cruelleſt Perſecution 

e Church had ever yet faced, which began in the 10th 

of Nero, and 64th of Chriſt, and ended with the Death 
of Nero: in 68. Jeruſalem was taken in the Year 70, in 

the 2d . - Through all whoſe Reign, as vell 

the ſp ng one of 7 itus, aner — If there · 

„the Exciſion of "Jeruſalem be not allowed to have 

© brought any Reſt to the Chriſtian Church, in Reſpect of 

dhe, yet it happened at à Period of Time, which was 

ive of great Happineſs to the Church: As it coin- 

4 with an 2, from whence Chriſtianity dated a 

2 Series of profound Reſt; no Perſecution ſtirring from 

— nay till the gth ng to Cave, or ac- 


EA. .the ch, or 16th of: Jomitian, and 95th 


- Upon the whole (hen. Either as che Neuß Power 
W ä or 48 the Nerentas Perſecution was 
gt hat ; Tame fo 


5 Senſe or gebe li it be not al. 
e Defirudtion of Feruſalem cannot be de- 
. Motive of Conſolation, for the 
Apocile to propoſe to the diſtreſſed Chriſtian- 
k There ſeems indeed to avert no other Preof of the Poine: 
but there is another Argument ſtill behind, and that not 
leſs material, than the Conſiderations already offered. It 
3s this: .Chriſtignity was to. be built upon * "= 
Abolition | of - Jada. It furely, therefore muſt be 
Matter of great Conſolation to the Chriſtians, as well * 
A firong Confirmation of their Faith; to ſee the City and 
Tomple of the Jeaus aboliſhed, and therewith. their eccle- 
Beal, as well as what Remains ſubfilted of their cin 
+ brought to à perpetual * Armas —— rem 
ſrepgthen . judaizing Chureb, not thoroug 
q Ne eee 
a eriod put to — 0 
the Altar deſtroyed, and not one Stone of the Temple 
** left upon another?” What could more effectually con- 
the Faith of cke then Infant and ſearce-ſettled State of 
Chaiſtjanity, than for them to ſee the Prediction of their 


— 


( 51 ) = 
from Wa latter Part of the I rth Verle of the 
it Chapter, it is plain, that this very Thing 
had created in ſome of them a Diffidence of ba. 
. 3 1 e 0 en 3 our of their 


* 


Land ang iſs; "fo 3 fulklled, fo 8 
fied 7 3 mare. e 0 the dhe 


efted, . perſecu ame of them pe 
5 „ Poe Na haſt, 1 to e ſo AI a an N. 


ſurance; that the crucified Jefus was both Lerd and Chriſt; 
and therefore; that they had not believed in vain ? What 


E Fe Wiel could. 
make How mare kerle, bftter 6: , ftrengthen, 7 


them ? 
In Order ee 3 bins 


N of 15 e 


| (eine of el being timely K 
<. our Lord: — I 
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6 2 e fon ug he Le 1 & 


es to ſome obfeure Place. of Re 
« ns commanited by 97 


« among: Py Te 1 77 — 2 = 
AY 

- Pell th 1 wi . 

4 ſonably AN- 


q Hawes mo Ang 654. une . 


« mo 

fed the A TD; thither, that th ey might be out of thi 
„Reach of the Beeſom of Peſtruction, that was 
© (away: the! Jews wherever it — — it als 


„ Pm pie Ante of: the pu. wage Lenglernels of ahay - 
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13 Divine netrork ence qver » that w eee 


* had W Teruſalem, un à ſudden 1 1001 'unexpe 
* edly break up the Siege, at once giving them . 
* of heir Danger, and an Qpportunity-to:efcaps;** Ses 
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| (52) 
Diſtreſſes (2). This Prejudice the oy nm e en- 
deavours to remove by an Argument from Pro. 
ny putting them in Mind, that thoſe very 

phecies of the Old Teſtament, that fore - 
1 his Sie fferings, which they had already ſeen 
accompliſned, teſtified alſo of the Glory that 
ſhould follow them; which therefore, they 
had the ftrongeſt Reaſon to imagine would cer- 
tainly be fulfilled.” His Reaſon for it is this; 
and a very good one it is. Becauſe, the Spirit 
of God had owned itſelf the Author of theſe 
Pro hecies, by having, in Part, already con- 
in their Accomplimment. 

A 3.,s8s therefore Chriffk had partly fulfilled 
thoſe-Prophecies; and ſuffered acco to the 
— —5 why ſhould they deſpair of his re- 
| ing that Glory and Power, which was equal- 
g yy pink Bur and which, according to thoſe 
Predictions was to follexp his Sufferings ?- Eſpe- 
— as thoſe Prophecies were now reiterated 
and Te-enforced by * Preachers of the Goſpel, 
who ated. by the Commiſion. of the ſame Holy 
Ghoſt, that inſpited the Prophets who firſt de- 
Meere the Predictions. His Meaning is plain- 
| Ef LY * a ky, cf.the the Porte. 


| -Teſpondence between the Ar and New: Co- 
venant, and to put the inſpired Men under 


both Diſpenſations upon the ſame Foot of 
Authority. >. The obvious Conſequence of which 


was, That therefore the Prediction of our Sa- 
viour's then expeBed Coming, Teſting upon the 
united Evidence 01. FEED. TANG» Hops 


4s) ) Seo her, TY regret wad fo 
£51 1 + Lad 1 =# £ Rnd * 0 16 Y 2 8 [LED 2 ads upon 


(6) 


-upon as ſure a Foot of Certainty, as thoſe |] 
dictions that were already fulfilled (a), 
Thus ſtands the Reaſoning of the rf MY 
which has opened an eaſy. Paſſage, to the Mean- 
ing of the Text under Conſideration. Thither 
therefore, let us now carry our Inquiry. 
In Order to do it with Succeſs, I apprehend 
it may be of great Uſe to recollect, that the 
primary Deſign of St. Peter's Writing, was 
the Conſolation, of the d Areſſad Diſciples. The 
Medium he makes Uſe of in Order to effect that 
End, was the Conſideration -of. Chriſt's Power 
and Coming. The Support of which Medium, he 
reſted in his fr Epiſtle, intirely upon the 
Word of Prophecy. But as there is Reaſon to 
believe, that this Doctrine had nat met with 
the deſired Reception, the Apoſtle, in this /e- 
cond Epiſtle,” ſets himſelf, more particularly to 
confirm, ſtrengthen, and: re- enforce it, 
which Subject, . he, plainly enters at che 26th 
Verſe, - ©* For, ſays he, we have not follow- 
ed cunningly deviſed Fables, when we made 
4 known. unto. you the Power and Coming of 
« Chriſt.” And then immediately proceeds 
to back this Aſſertion by unexceptionably prov- 
ing the Truth of what he had faid. . And as 
there were ſome Scruples entertained about 
brit s Power, he very properly ſets out with 


(a) How little Truth then is there in the Obſervation 
of Dr. M. Examin. p. 7 {That Prophecy not 
--< fulfilled, carries with it no N at all, nor is an 
«« Event in Futurity capable of bein aſcertained by 
« any?** For, if fo, whos is the Proof of a /. e 7 
ment? Where the Evidence for eternal Recuard} and 
Puniſbments ? For, if no Event in Futurity is capable 
of being aſcertained by any Evidence; then VO is our 

3 nne 3 
0 a pre- 


Verſe; where he takes Notice, chat St. Pa's Doctrine 


[44] 
I preliminary. Bruof of that Doctrine. Which 
Proof was the Atteſtation of a Miracle: For 
he aſſures them, that he himſelf had actually 
feen Chriſt inveſted with Glory, and heard him 
by a Voice from Heaven pronounced to be the 
—— of God. This 1 were er not 
an 0 to every Thing he ſhould — | 
but was at the ſame-Time an inconteftable 
Proof of his Divinity and Power (a). This 
muſt be allowed to have been Matter of 
Conſolation to the drooping and dejected Hope 
of the Diſciples,” as it afforded them a comfort- 
able Ground -of Preſumption and Hæpectation of 
P # from binn LI 
But beſides this Preſamption deducible from 
the Proof of his Power, the Apoſtle proceeds 
to put them in Mind of a beter Argument and 
Farther Security for their Confidence, viz, the 
Word of Ml 3 which improved, that Pre. 
SH Max 


ſumption into iy: PE oe a ot; 
The Reaſon both of the Compariſon, and of 


the Preferente founded theteupon, is obvious, 
For the Mrack only affured them, that he 


could redreſs their Grievances, and conſequently - 


{as was juſt now obſerved) could only give 
them a Prefiumptiion of Aſſiſtance: But the 
Word of Prophecy. afforded them a much 


Ar 1 U and ſurer Ground of Conſolation, be- 


Chriſt had actually promiſed (3), and my 


] 6 By Raser ana bis Prophets: That 80. Peter here 


meant to include the Ahl, may . wm Probability 
Art 


be collected from 2 Ep. iii. and latter of che 15th 


was 


$5] 

fors certai inly would 1 to cher Relief. A ad 
who can doubt that the Promiſe of Chriſt, ſuper- 
added to the Proof of his Power and Authority, | 
was a ſtronger and ſurer Argument for the Apo- 
ſtle's Purpoſe, than the Proof of his Power 
and Authority only ? . 
As this is a much diſputed Paſſage, I will 

.endeavour to comprize this Expolition of it, 
in the few following Queſtions and their An- 
h ſwers. If then it be ed, What it is, which 
is here ſaid to be ſurer? The Apotle himſelf 
anſwers, The Word of Prophecy. If—Concern- 
ing what? Concerning the Coming of Chrift.. 
 1If—ſurer than what ? Than the Miracle in the 
- Mount. If— why? Becaule it afforded a cer- 
tain Argument, where the Miracle only afford- 
ed a Prefumption, If — For what Purpoſe ? 1 
anſwer, For what Purpoſe can it be upped 
the Apoſtle ſhould declare it ſurer, but for 
of the Purpoſe, for which they were 
both imroduced ? i. e. as Motives of Hope and 
Conſolation to the diſtrefſed Chriſtians. | 
Upon the Whole, the Poſition which. 1 take 
to be here advanced by the Apoſtle, is to this 
Effect: 2 2 + Shiny concetn- 
ing the Coming of Chrift expre/ily built u 

the miraculous. Atteſtation of x Power RT 
e as well as rachy and vir mali upon 


was to the ſame Purpoſe. And in Confirination of what 
is here obſerved, ſee 2 Ep. i. 16. WE made known, &c. 
See alſo Note (5) p. 14. But if any Body thinks He 
Prophets of the O Teſtament are here included, 
ü to it, as it does not at all weaken, * | 
tle's Argument. | 
BRI bocies of Chrif himſel) [rare here alluded , 
T think. 15 wer from. X Note (a P. 2g. and 
2 Ep. ut, 
all 


all. the other Miracles of the Goſpel, was a 
Rronger and ſurer (2) Argument for the Con- 
V fidence 


(e) As Mr. Agton has laid ſome Diffieulties in the Way 
of this Hypotheſis, by endeavouring to invalidate the Bi- 
Hop of London's Scheme, I imagine they may be expected 
to be here taken into Conſideration. Which I ſhall with 
much greater Pleaſure do, becauſe, as Mr; {tor has very 
handſomely and ſufficiently juſtified the Li of diſſent- 
ing from abler Writers than one's ſelf, I ſhall preſume to 
beg the Protection of the ſame Apology, and to crave its 
Umbrage, whilſt I offer a few Reaſons in Support of that 
Opinion which this ingenious Author has rejected, with 
the ſame Hayes of eſcaping, and the ſame Intentions of 
.avoiding all Occaſion of Offence. 5 1 
g e the 8 * g eee Mr. A4/5ton has 
-urged againſt the Hy is adva by the Bi/bop « 
Lands. jy — to me to confirm the very Point, 8 44 
His Leraſtbip intended to prove, and has clearly evinced ; 
.wiz. That Prophecy cannot be a better Evidence than 
Miracles, becauſe it owes its. whole Authority and Sanc- 
tion to them. Which Hi, Lord/vip has well explained by 
the Inſtances of Gideon and Moſes : And er 
mewn, that St. Peter could in this Place no ſu 
Vet after all which the Biſhop. has ſaid upon that Sub- 
ze J Mr. 46tor: concludes his Argument againſt His Lord. 
in this Manner: After having ſhewn, - againſt Mr. 
Callint, that Pro ». when fulfilled, is neither in the 
* Nature of the Thing a better Evidence for any Truth 
than Miracles, nor was ever alledged by Chriſt as 
* +27) bat He adds this Concluſion againſt his Lor2- 
ip Scheme. From theſe it ſeems. equally clear, that 
« Prophecy, before it is 'accompliſh'd, cannot admit of any 
. « ſuch Compariſon: And therefore, I think it is a moit 
r reaſonable Inference, that St. Peter never did compare 
Prophecy to Miracles, as a Proof which he preferred in 
either of theſe Views,” p. 103. | Wo 
_ Whatever Profeſſion, or Appearance of Oppoſition there 
may be, thus far his Loraſip and Mr. Altos certainly 
e. But the Biſaap proceeds to ſhew farther, that al- 
0 St. Peter prefers not Prophecy to Miracles in general, 


pet ke certainly prefers Prophecy, as a ſurer 7 
| . or 


=] 
filence and Conſolation of the Diſciples; than 
15 Miracle in the Mount, which proved his 


Power 


for the Purpoſe he had in View, than the {2 articular Mi- 
racle in the Mount And I do not fee, that Mr. Aſtton | 
has proved any Thing to the Contrary. | 

In the Recapitulation of his Argument, p. 107. He 
indeed ſums it up againſt the ſeveral Authors, that ſtand 
in the Way of is Hypotheſis, in theſe Words: We 
* „have, before ſhewn that Prophety could not be com- 

ared by the Apoſtle, and conſidered as preferable in 
« Point © 8 th to the Miracles of the Tranfiguration and 
* divine Voice, becauſe it is not in 10%, a. better Evi- 


„ dence, Sc.. 


But this is certainly a very different Concluſion from the 
laſt quoted from P. 103, without one intermediate Argu- 
ment to alter its Nature: Nor indeed have I ſeen in any 
preceding Part of the Diſſertation, one Argument offered in 
Support of it. But, however, we have a Reaſon here 
given, why Prophecy cannot be preferred to the Miracles 
of the Transfiguration and the divine Voice, becauſe it is 
«« not in itself a better Evidence.” If the Author here- 
dy means, as the Meaning ſeems to be, that anactumpliſted 
Prophecy without any ot Credentials, is not N 5 
Evidence than theſe r in the Mount, I believe no- 
body will diſpute it, nor do. I know any one, who has 
aſſerted that it is. If esd, I mytelf do not miſunder- 
ſtand Mr. 4£ton's Reaſoning, . woula be underſtood to. 
you. it with all Deference) he very widely miſtakes. 
the Biſhop of Lands Meaning. For the Tendency of 
his whole ent againſt His Lordbip, ſeems directed to 
prove, as I ſaid beſore, that there can be no Ground. 
for comparing and preferring Prophecy to Miracles.” 

See p. 95, 97, 98, 102, and 103...and even urges the Caſe . 
of Gideon and Moſes againſt the Biſhop's H oth, which 
15 Lordſoip has well employed in Support o | 

In ſhort, from the Nature of Mr. Lens Argument i in 
many Places, one would ſuppoſe, that his Lord hip had ad- 
vanced this Doctrine, yo t unaccompliſhed Prophecy 
as a better Argument for the future Coming of Chriſt 

c than Miracles.” This I conclude, as from many other 
Places, ſo particularly. from the following Paſſage. “ All 
5 the Weight, however, that a Fer not yet ff en 


3X83 as can 


tain, chat the Word of J, cy ways ehe r his 


Miracle. 1 Reafon of this Obli 
Hands, is ; becauſe, if the . Was a8 


Were 
= 
G 
* 
* * 


58 


Power and Authority only. Unto which Word” 
of Prophecy — he well adviſes them 


to 
85 ! in determining any „ muſt arife from 
« the Aſſurance we have that it is a, ion of God, 


« and as there can be no better Way of coming at that Al- 


i ſarance than by Miracles, A fer ag before it is ac- 


66 compliſhed, can never be Competition with 
40 OO in Point — Beiden; Þ 3 that would 
«« be to compare it the very whence it 
«© draws the Lagen Conviftion it ean polibly give. Of 
* this the Biſhop himſelf is ſo thoroaghly convinced, 
« that J cannot expreſs what I have © fay upon it, ſo 
«© well as in his own Words.” Then follows a Qu d 

. 4. 5, 6, and 7. of the Diſcourſes. Differ. 


” Which Quoacow from the Diſcourſes Mr. — 
as preſumed Inconfiſtencies in . Lordſhip's 
S the Strength of theſe Ad- 


vantages, out of che B 's own ＋ — 
dae Ke b. i 8 Word 


. of Prophecy over the Miracle in the Mount, conſidered as 


Evidences for the fature — by —.— 2 Preference, 
-which the Scheme here intai 
and defend: "Not, becauſe 1 * the Miracle 


and the Word of Prophecy are 1 
ing, vr 


certain the Futurity 6f che de 


Coming; But for this Reaſon; becauſe, as I imagine 
that the Pruiſe of Chriſt's Coming was a farer Ground of 
Hope, than the Prefunption ibn from te 0G. of his 
Power ; I am in Conſequence | 


future Coming, of which the Miracle was "us Bro" at , 
or at leaſt. —— ro of id that the ; 


Proof of Chriſt's Coming as the Prophecy, then beg = - 
could not be it's Coming 6 he Prophecy, on tht 
Accvutrt, than the Miracle; which i is Fart of t Hypo- 


In che Su of which, Rowyver, fo farts thete Bom 
any Neceſſity to fappoſe, that the Mirnd/e and Pro- 


bbs 0 — OE: Cm. * 


— 


tbeſis here maintained. 


91 


to attetid, ang ſteer che co" of their Lives 


by it, as à Light ſnining in a dark Place; 
| FE ill 


that 1 
accviinted for, b oppoſing = Miracte 5 — 
„„ to prove it, nor N — e 
e learned Author” * * Dies — ed, the 
Miracle could poi no more towards that Mmm 


= & that 9 — Fi a himſelf been Aud what- 
1 — yet 


the : Word of of Prophecy lone could ſhew; that he would 
and Power.” Dif. p. 21. At 


81 7 is the Sh Adin: ſo 4 to be the true Reaſon, of 


the comparative Preference here aſcribed vs Prophery over | 


the Miracle in the Mount. But this by che by; 


„5 Poets ion and now to be determined, is this 5 


e Word of Prophecy (ſo cireumſtancud, as 


ve wid, Mp propoſe 00 hs Cc don of the Cbriſtianz 
ent) or the Miracle (or Miracles) js 


t in St. Pere 
* the Mount 1 betir Probf of Chriſt's — Coming 7 


This is the Foint to be proved. 

_ Here are two Arguments then for the Proof of & Propofi- 
tion, Nt: Randing in C tion. Whit they are both urged 
in Co: ien, the Propofitton is unexceptionably eſta- 


bliſhed. The W cee to N 7 the' comparative | 
Validity of each gument, is to try, which will better 


ſupport the Propoſition, <oitBrut 2he other's A. And if 
one appears to be à ſufficierit Proof of it, without the Ai -_ 
ance of the other, and the other appears to he aalen its 
Apipance, uo Proof! at al; hut more more efpecinlly; if an ap- 
pears to be e/ential 16 the Prof it; and” Us offer not at 
ß, the Atte muſt ze concl 185 


et us then in rhe ſt Pac, For the Sue of Arg. 


: ment, draw 4 Veil over the H of ' Proyhncy; ard ſ 
4 a of the ueftion ; r 6a 
pore the Db of Chris future Coming, <6iebou# its 

But I ſee not how the Atgument dan he ſtatefl, 
55 as the 
ning of Chriſt: For, weicher the Miracle in the 

1 nor all the other Evidence of che Golpet, 


_exclulive of Prophecy, e : 


IRE 5 42 6; 25 4 I 255 EY A wants on 


e 


imagine the Preference ww ſuffi - 


3 (6) 
: > till the Time ſhould come, that the Accompliſh 
ment thereof ſhould be made, manifeſt, when 


On the other Hand, let us in its Turn, ſuppoſe the 
Miracle in the Mount out of the Queſtion ; * how 
the Word of Prophecy will prove the Coming of Chriſt, 
ewithout its Aid. The only Queſtion the Caſe admits, is, 
whether the Chriſtians, to whom this Argument from Pro- 
Phecy was addreſſed, could have ſufficient Aſſurance, 
without the Miracle in the Mount, that this Prophecy was 
the Word of God. If they had, their Aſſurance was built 
"pow a Rock. That they had r, I believe no-body will 
aſſert. For though 2his Evidence be removed, yet God 
will be found not to have left himſelf without Witneſs. 
This, I apprehend, may. be thought a ſufficient Key to 
this Author's Reaſoning, p. 98, 102, and 143. | 
. Theſe Conſiderations oblige me to take the Liberty of 

_ ſaying, that there ſeems to me to be a Fallacy in Mr. 
; 3 of expreſſing himſelf, p. ga, and gz. Sup- 
1% poſing, ſays he, not allowing, for the ent, both 
% theſe Things to be as they are ſtated by the Biſhop, 
t ſeems to be impoſſible, in the Nature of the Thing, 
ee that St. Peter could compare any Prophecy of Chriſt 
e not yet fulfilled, and EE as a Proof of any Thing, 
ee even of the very Event of which it is a Prophecy, to a 
Miracle wrought in Support of the Expectation of that 
* Event, for this plain on; that an unaccompliſhed 
Prophecy, by whomſover delivered, can only claim 
% Admiſſion as an Evidence, upon the Strength of its be- 
* ing the Word of God; and you can have no greater 
«*« Aſſurance poſſibly of its being the Word of „ than 
% from a Miracle. If 1 miſtake not, the ſame Thing 
is again obſervable, p. 101, and 102. Where the Ob- 
jector is . ſuppoſed to aſk, ** how the Declaration of 
„ Chriſt, that he will raiſe us at any future Time, is 
„ ſnewn to be the Word of God?” In Anſwer to this, 
Mr. Alton ſays, You can ſhew that by no ffronger Ar- 
. gument than the Miracle of his Reſurrection. Why 
chen, continues he, do you tell me, that the Prophecy 
is a ſtronger Evidence than the very, Miracle, without 

ER * which it would be an empty Sound ! To this I know no 
« Anſwer. A Frophecy not fulfilled cannot be ſaid to be 

a better Argument than a Miracle for any Thing, be 
A : © Caule 


p * 4 


„„ = 2 
all the Difficulties about this Doctrine would be 

made as clear as Day-light. In the two laſt 
Verſes, he concludes his Argument with this 
binding Entbhymem; which ſeems in a Manner 
to ſum up the whole of his Reaſoning, and 
which he deſires them particularly to conſider, 
4 That no Prophecy of the Scriptures is at 
* any Time the Reſult of any Man's own 
LOT,” 8 „ Soy" wat 66 Suggeſtion, 


. -” 


66. N it is no Argument for any Thing without 4 
« Miracle.” Pf, OY Se fo „ 
In which Paſſages, as I apprehend, inſtead of greater 

Aſſurance, p. 93 line 2, and fronger Argument, p. 101. 

lin. 23. the Reaſoning requires it to be other Aſſurance and 

other Argument. And inftead of @ Miracle, p. 93. lin. 4, 

and p. 102. line 8. it ſhould be he Miracle, ſuppoſed in 15 

each Caſe to be ſet in Competition with Prophecy. Or, ; 

as. Mr. 4/ton has expreſſed himſelf to the ſame Purpoſe; 

p. 98, Becauſe whatever is to be learnt from the Pro- 

* phecy,” (ſpeaking of Chriſt Coming) ©* muſt terminate 

«©, ultimately, as to the Truth of it, in the Miracle,“ 
- (wiz. ofthe Glorification.) And again, p: go. You receive 
«© your Information, it is true, from the Prophecy; but 
the whole Credit of that Information muſt reſt upon the 
„ Miraclę.“ Here the Reaſon is in both Places ogica/, 
but certainly is not rue: Becauſe: it makes the whole Au- 
thority of Prophecy depend upon the Miracle in the Mount, 
which I imagine will not be attempted to be maintained. 

From the whole then, I condlude, that the Word of 
Prophecy (ſo circumffanced, as it ſtands propþſed to the 
Conſideration of the Few; Converts in St. Petgr's Argu- 
ment) was a better Proof of Chriſt's future Coming, than 
the Miracle or Miracles in the Mount. CLE ILL ITS +2 

It may be obſerved, that in ſtating this Argument, , 
have along kept it dive of any Authagity and 
Sanction it might receive from the Miracle in the Mourne; 
from which I had no Occaſion, but for the Sake of Ar- 
gument, to have excluded" it. The real Queſtion being, 
A 'hether 1 fo circumſtanced as it was at that 4 

Time propoſed by St. Peter, (i. e. reſting upon the Au- = 
 thority of 2/z;, as well as all the other Miracles wrought in = 

Support of the Goſpel) did not afford a ſurer Ground of 

Hope and Confidence, than this Miragle on/y # 


* 
— 
* 


. 
is Suggeſtion, but is always directed 2 the 
0 Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt. 1 Leaving 
tem 20 ſupply the deficient Propoſition, which 
mult be to this Purpoſe; <* Therefore it may 
dc be n e that the 2 of 
Chriſt's approac . t 
. be fulfilled.” | ; j . 


be chief Jubſtaner of 9 55 may 4 * 
duced from this State of St. Peter's Argu- 


ment, T will, by Way of CORY range 
under the following Corollaries: 


1. From what has been dad, it appears, 
that the Defign of St. Peter's firſt Writing, w 


2 "That the Apoſtle . to raiſe 
and confirm this Aflurance by the Confidera- 


tion of the Power and Comin oming of Chriſt, ap- 
not only from the Tenar of the faid — 


pers 
| —— lain from the expreſs 


. the 7. and Kr mg of the Seed 


9 


of the ok himſelf in his ſecond 


Long Re Oey” Vtr. 16. chat this was the 


Doctrine He had inculcated in his former 


1 poor 
Zadly, It appears Hkewife farther, from the 
Tenor of — firſt Epiſtle, that St. Perer had 


_ therein reſted the Prof of this Point upon the 


Teſtimony of the Word of Prophecy. . 
4#bly, It is plain, that this Doctrine had not 
met with the defired Reception, but had either 
been miſtaken, miſapplied, or perverted ; be- 
. Cauſe- it cannor be fuppoſed, that the Apoſtle 
would have written a ſecond Epiſtle to aſſure 
. that be had * wed | FR Gee 
. - F ws 


* 


Fables in Regard to any > Rl if no. boa 1 
m bad aas it ro him. S 
3 5thly, It appears from the A poſtle's own 
Werds {+ Ep f. 2.3 a de Ile 6g 
ſecond Epiſtle was the fame as the jr/#. From 
hence therefore, as well as from the HARE: 
Tenor of the Epiſtle, it appears ; 
- Gthly, That the Power and Coming of Chriſt 
was the Doctrine of the /econd, as Tal as the 
firſt Epiſtle. (See Dr. M's Exam. p. 94) | 
Which Doctrine, as it is plain, it had been — 
tradueed or mi. ipplied, as delivered in his | 
firſt Letter, the Apoſtle in this ſecond, ſets him- 
ſelf more directly to prove, And as the Power 
of Chriſt had been in ſome Meaſure called in 
ion, on Account of the Meanneſs of his 
4 Death, it beingat the ſame Time introductory and; 
* preparatory to the Confirmation of his Coming, 
he very properly begins with proving that firſt: 
And bis Pr Proof of it is inconteſtably built up- 
on the Atteſtation of 4 Miracle. The Way co 
his main Deſign being thus cleared, and the u. 
thority of Chriſt thereby maintained, it conſe- 
quentially followed, that Chriſt cox/d relieve his 
Servants out of their Afflictions. Thus hav- 
ing vindicated. the Attribute of Chriſt's Power, 
by an Argument too, which gave à general 
San#ion to any Promiſes he ſhould: make (as 
is well e by Mr. Abbon, p. 134.) and 
having thereby fixed the Foundation for the 
W of his Propoſition to be built on e. St. 


{a r e 
the Purpoſe, on a// Accounts, but at 0, 5 
the Word of Prophecy which follows to be «the am na 5 


e F Ed Fu 
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Reter proceeds a Step farther, and draws ano- 
ther Argument à fortiori, from the Topick of 
his Veracity. Telling them, that beſides this 
Preſumption of Aſſiſtance, deducible from the 
Proof of his Power, the Confidence and Hope he 
had been recommending, was founded upon a 
ſurer and more certain Baſis, the Word of Pro- 
phecy.” For that the Apoſtles and Prophets, 
and above all, Jeſus Chrift himſelf (all inſpired 
-by the Holy Ghoſt) had given their infallible 

Promiſe, that he would come to relieve them. 
-thly, That the Coming of Chriſt here ſpoken 
of, immediately refers to his ſecond Coming to 
the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem : And that, if it 
alludes to his final Coming at the Day of Judg- 
ment, it muſt be in a ſecondary and not exclu- 
five Senſe. See Mr. Aſbton's Diſſertation, p. 
117, Sc. 2 111 | 
8thly, As it no were appears, that the Mi- 
racle in the Mount was originally ©* wrought to 
* aſcertain the Futurity of Chriſt's Coming,“ 
(Mr. Afton, p. 92.) and as it is evident from 
what has been ſaid, that it was not employed 
for that Uſe by the Author of thrs Epiſtle; ſo, 
]. apprehend, it is equally evident from the 
Diſcourſes, that the Biſbop of. Lendon does not 
ſuppoſe St. Peter to have applied it to that 

Purpoſe (a) : It being an Argument of. ſuch . a 
JJV ure, 


a] His Tordlbip's Schemę is to this Effect: That the 
Point to be proved, is the Power and Coming, or the 
Coming of Chriſt with Power, (Diſ. p. 18, and 20.) 
And that on the Proof of this Point, u ere founded all the 
Hopes he endeavoured to encourage. P. 15. The Thing 
to be effectel, was the Eſtabliſhment of theſe Hopes : The 
Tepick he uicd for this Purpoſe, was the Coming of Chry# 


avith 


( 65) 
_ . Nature, as to be incapable of: affording”! any 
ſuch. Proof. What it proves is the Authority, 
and Power of Chriſt : The Power of Chriſt is 
the Baſis upon which his Promiſes reſt 3 his A. 
ibority, the Ground on which their Credibility. 
depends. As ſuch therefore, the Proof of this 
Authority and Power, was a very proper Foun- 
dation for an Argument to rely upon, in Fa- 
vour, of his promiſed Coming. As far then as 


avith Power." As there were ſome Scruples entertained 
about the Power of Chriſt, the Apoſtle very properly be- 
ins his Argument with a e Prof of this Article. 
hich neceſſarily muſt be ſuppoſed to adminiſter. /ome 
Hope and Comfort to the wavering Minds of the Diſci- 
| ples, as it would afford them a comfortable Expectation of 
Aſſiſtance from him. „ 4 e 
But fo far is his Lordſhip from intimating that this 
Miracle was originally wrought, or here applied to aſcer- 
(tain the Futurity of Chriſt's Coming to their Relief, that 
He expreſsly ſays, this Evidence manifeſtly extends but 
e to one Part of the Point in Queſtion, wiz. to ſhew that 
« Chriſt had himſelf been glorified : But to ſhew that he 
„ would return again in this Glory and Power,” his Lord- 
+ ſhip ſuppoſes not only his but all other Arguments to be 
inſuſſicient; and that the only Evidence capable of aſcer- 
taining this future Event, was the Word of Gad. Dif. 
85 22. How then can the ſame Author be imagined to 
, uppoſe, that the Miracle and Prophecy were both brought 
to aſcertain the Futurity of the ſame Event: 
Ho- His Lordi ip Scheme is commonly underſtood; it 
would be a difficult Taſk for me to collect: And if 1 
thought the Generality of Readers underſtood it in 
the Senſe repreſented by Mr. Alton, 1 ſhould be ſome- 
what tender in diſſenting from the Opinion of the World, 
on a Subject which the Generality af Mankind may be 
ſuppoſed to have carefully conſidered. But as fat as I 
can judge of the Author's Meaning from the Diſcourſes 
themſelves; I am: fatisfied the Opinion here advanced, is 
perfectly compatible and coincident with Hit Longbips Ex- 
5 1 4 * r to me to be in every Reſpect agree 
able to the "4; Purpoſe, nd . the natural Senſe £4 
"Paſſage. * poſt 2 1 and 4244 * 1 8 nſe the 


— 


NA 
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6 sf 4 a 
n# 3 8 
w * 
* 


(66) 
a Neef ef ls Nu and Av. 
2 Proof of 7 1 


Araclet, there is 10 C 


„and the 


yet between the Word of 
"og plaialy. _ to the former. 8. 
rot, Ab Diſſ. p. 107. But 
Although the ce is here given 
ord of 3 and affirmed by St. 
8 be — his Purpoſe, 
than the Miracle in the Mount, yet __ Pre- 
ference affords no Colour for 2 
this Text, that Prophecy is a better 1 
I” than —— z or that it is — 
Argument for all Purpoſes, even than this par- 
ticular Miracle: Becauſe it may fo hap 
that a miraculous Atteſtation of the Truth of 


particular Miracle in the Morni, there i 3 ard 


ane Doctrine may be intreduZory' to the Sup- tn 


re Purpoſe, vr yet that Purpoſe ma) 
be capable of receiving onger Support fo 

a Topick, e in A even of leſ⸗ 

Validity than ſuch miraculous Azteſtation : As 


tte one may be on tive, the other 
2 5 a9 e "the Cale See Dr. M's 


57 i 

watts Sow f. i da of e. 
u ment m 

Prophec ee he ke 
tles 


_w 


s, that, if I miſtake not, theſe very Epi- 
afford rd the ſtrongeſt Proof, that St. Peter 
of the quite contrary Perfwalion. Look 

through 


trough the firſt Epiſtle, you will find te 


Power of Chriſt intirely reſting upon the Word 
of Prophecy. But in his ſecond Letter, which 
was intended as a Vindication of his firſt, and 
_ deſigned to ſtrengthen and confirm the Doc- 
trines therein contained, he then enforces it 
with the Atteſtation of a Miracle; which 
therefore he certainly thought a ſtronger Con- 
firmation of it :"Ele doubtleſs he would not 
have changed his Medium, but would have 
kept on preſſing the more convincing Argu- 
ment. The Coming of Chriſt indeed, he con- 
tinues to urge upon the Evidence of Prophecy, 
What can be ſuppoſed, to have been the Occa- 
fion of this Difference of Meaſures ? Becauſe, 
without Doubt, the Power of Chriſt he ĩimagin - 
ed was more firmly cftabliſhed by the Miracle, 
than by the Word of Prophecy : But the Come 
ing of Chriſt, being an Event in Futurity, was 
therefore incapable of ſuch miraculous Proof, 
and “ could have no ſurer Evidence than Pra- 
4 pbecy.** Ser Dr. M's Exam, p. 58, 60, and 


7” SIS IO SOOT: oO mot. 
: _ 124bly, I conclude, that both Epiſtles were 
ſo far from being addreſſed to thoſe: that 
doubted of the whole, which the Apoſtles had 
been preaching to them wane ik alli the 
does not appear they diſbelieved even the par 
ticular Doctrine of Chriſt's Coming; for they 
might only be unwilling to ineur the Danger 
of Perſecution in the mean Time, an the Pre-: 
ſumption and Expectation of Chriſt's approach 
ing Coming, 8 becauſe they did not K „ 
what Diſtance it might be.. See Dr. M's Exam, 


P. 74 and 77. 5 3 
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WJ 1 hive lately met with ſome new 
Obſervations Moves the Conſtruction 
A of this Paſſage, I will beg Leave to 
dess out a ſhort Sketch of the State of the 
Argument, as INE bop ron with 4 View 
arcs. r x 

The Miracle in the Mount 1555 1 ame 
to have been propoſed by St. Peter, as an in- 

a diſputable Proof of Chriſt 's Power to-relieve his 

_ Servants. And when the Character and Diſpo- 

.  _ fition of our Saviour were conſider'd, I imagine 
this would inſpire his Church with a very ſtrong 
Preſumption, that he would not ſuffer his faith- 

ful Diſciples to be trodden down by their 
Enemies. But this was not all. The A poſt le 

leaves not their perſecuted Faith to reſt upon 

the dubious Ground of a bare Probability, but 

eeds to ſhew farther, not only that Chriſt 

Had Power to redreſs their Grievances, but alſo, 

that he would certainly come and exert that 

Power for their Relief. For, continues he, be- 
fides this Probability ariſing from the Proof of 
his Power, we have the Word of Prophecy for 
| TE Os Our 


* 


(6) 
our Security, which is a much ſurer Argu- 
ment for our Confidence, and upon which we 
may more firmly depend; I do not mean, that 
it is to be more firmly depended upon in Re- 
ſpect of its own Validity, or that * it reſts upon 
sa more ſure Foundation for my own Belief,” (or 
indeed any one's elſe) ** than that illuſtrious | 
Miracle which I ſaw with my own Eyes; 
(Mr. Cooke's Ser. p. 30.) but that it affords 
a ſurer Ground of Conſolation, becauſe” it 
ſhews the Ceriainty of that Deliverance, for 
which the Miracle in the Mount afforded only 
a Preſumption. 

The only Queſtionin the Cite, as is obiervell 
by a late judicious Writer, is, whether this In- 
terpretation be agreeable to the true Meanin ning 

of the Wor, d BeBeroTEpov, BBA, is render 

by Scapula, Is de quo fiducia concipitur, is 

de quo nobis aliquid certd perſuademus. Bude us, 

Tuſanus and Conſtantinus likewiſe render ir 

in the ſame Senſe, viz. de quo fiduciam babewus. 

And. the Conſtruction above offered, ſeems to 

be nearly the ſame, with that of Thucydides 

there quoted ; gegart tv Hoav / vewregieTvs 
majore Securitate. conſideremus eos ib ame 
novarum molituros. 

Theſe Authorities ſeem u Ack to Wen 
that the Word Bag does not always gent 
the Ground and Foundation, whereupon” the 
Subject to Which ir is annexed, does ig 
reſt ; but that it ſometimes means the Gros 


which ſuch 1 8 E for onder other 
| ould be very glad, if this Confiryttion 
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of the Word wou N K ſup- 
ported 
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1 2 and zulttgable to the abovementioned 
EF and Andi Author of the Sermon on 

| 210 ext, latein publiſhed; but Which I had 
s not to ſee till Ar theſe 8 | 


de feAmiorepo 
this Author (i. e. #0r7 — 2 better 
fn op or re-eſtabliſhed) either by. the Miracle 


5 ae Mount, Let any other ele, than 
„ ny hp | 25 think it muſt — wed, 

ord 0 ropbecy was un ionabl 
known, and kali evinced to be the 2 
of God, ey the Miracle in the Mount was 


But . carry the Argument mall farther: | 
18 confined to Ngnify the Ground 
72 ö on which any Thing reſts. 
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